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HEALTH 

 

Intensified Mission Indra Dhanush 2.0 begins  

Government has launched its flagship scheme 

‘Intensified Mission Indradhanush 2.0’ to focus on full 

immunization coverage of 272 districts spread over 27 

states and 652 blocks of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar among 

hard-to-reach and tribal populations. The Mission 

Indradhanush 2.0 will be carried out between December 

2019 and March 2020. 

Objective: To prevent 8 diseases under mission as well 

as to escalate efforts to achieve goal of attaining 90% 

national immunization coverage across India.  

Salient features of IMI 2.0: The Intensified Mission 

Indradhanush immunization drive/ activity will consist 

of 4 rounds of immunization over 7 working days, 

excluding Sundays, RI days and holidays. It will cover 

vaccines for measles, tetanus, diphtheria, whooping 

cough, Hepatitis B, tuberculosis (Tb), meningitis and 

poliomyelitis. In selected areas, vaccines for Japanese 

encephalitis (JE) and Hemophilus influenza will also be 

provided. IMI would also ensure that the children under 

2 years of age and pregnant women are immunized 

against 8 vaccine-preventable diseases. 

 

Bharatiya Poshan Anthem 

Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu launched the 

‘Bharatiya Poshan Anthem’ in New Delhi, which aims 

towrads taking message of making India malnutrition 

free to all corners of country. While launching, Vice 

president hoped that the ‘poshan anthem’ will lead to a 

nutrition revolution to transform India into a 

malnutrition-free country by 2022. The anthem was 

conceptualised by Union Ministry of Women and Child 

Development (MoWCD) and has been penned by noted 

lyricist Prasoon Joshi and sung by Shankar Mahadevan. 

About Poshan 

Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu launched the 

‘Bharatiya Poshan Anthem’ in New Delhi, which aims 

towrads taking message of making India malnutrition 

free to all corners of country. While launching, Vice 

president hoped that the ‘poshan anthem’ will lead to a 

nutrition revolution to transform India into a 

malnutrition-free country by 2022. The anthem was 

conceptualised by Union Ministry of Women and Child 

Development (MoWCD) and has been penned by noted 

lyricist Prasoon Joshi and sung by Shankar Mahadevan. 

 

Malaysia records 1st polio case in 27 years 

Malaysia has reported the first case of Polio in 27 years, 

when a three-month-old Malaysian infant boy was 

diagnosed with polio. The last polio case in Asia-Pacific 

country occurred in 1992, and in 2000, after which the 

country was declared polio-free. In this recent case, the 

child was confirmed to be infected with vaccine-derived 

poliovirus Type 1 (VDPV1) on 6 December 2019.  

Concern: Those who have been immunized/vaccinated 

will be protected from infection, but, in unsanitary 

environments, the virus can infect others who have not 

been immunised against polio and thus can spread in 

communities whose polio immunisation rates are below 

95%. The longer the virus spreads in community, it will 

undergo genetic mutation until it once again becomes an 

active virus. Also, the resurgence of Polio in Malaysia 

comes just months after Philippines, north of Borneo, 

reported its 1st cases of polio since 1993 in September 

2019.  

About Polio or poliomyelitis  

It is a potentially deadly infectious disease caused by 

poliovirus. It can cause paralysis by invading a person’s 

brain and spinal cord. So far, the disease has no cure and 

can only be prevented through vaccination. There are 3 

serotypes of wild poliovirus: type 1, type 2, and type 3. 

Each type has slightly different capsid protein. 

Immunity to 1 serotype does not give confer immunity 

to other two. The vaccine-derived poliovirus Type 1 

(VDPV1) is classified as a circulating vaccine-derived 

poliovirus (cVDPV) Type 1. The cVDPV originates 

from poliovirus that has been weakened by orally-

administered polio vaccine. 

 

WHO launches 1st biosimilar medicine to treat 

Breast Cancer 

On December 18, 2019, the World Health Organization 

launched its first biosimilar medicine to treat breast 
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cancer. The WHO intends to make the expensive, life-

saving treatment affordable for women all over the 

world.  

Highlights  

WHO launched a biosimilar medicine “Trastuzumab” in 

order to treat breast cancers. It is an antibody that shows 

high efficacy in curing early stages of breast cancers. It 

was included in the WHO Essential Medicines List in 

2015.  

Significance  

In women, breast cancers are the most common form of 

cancers. Around 2.1 million women are affected by 

breast cancers (2018 UN data). Treatment of breast 

cancer using “Trastuzumab” is an essential treatment for 

about 20% of breast cancers. WHO also estimates that 

by 2040 the number of diagnosed breast cancers will 

reach 3.1 million.  

Essential Medicines of WHO  

The Essential Medicines according to the WHO, are the 

medicines that satisfy priority health care needs. It was 

launched in 1977 and updated once in two years. The 

list includes medicines for both adult and children. The 

current list was published in April 2019.  

Biosimilar medicines  

Biosimilar medicines are produced from biological 

sources like cells and not from synthesized chemicals. 

They are important to treat cancers and other non-

communicable diseases. They are less expensive and 

give same effectiveness as that of generic medicines. 

The trastizumab is already in use in several markets. But 

this is the first time, WHO is approving the medicine. 

 

 

 

 

Swachh Bharat Mission 

On December 23, 2019, Ministry of Housing and Urban 

Affairs announced that urban areas of 35 states have 

been declared Open Defecation Free. It includes 4,167 

cities. The target has been achieved through third party 

verification.  

Highlights  

According to the ministry, the target has been achieved 

by constructing 65.81 lakh househols toilets as against 

the target of 59 lakhs. In order to achieve the target, the 

ministry had launched ODF+ and ODF++ protocols. 

The ministry also launched Water+ protocol to make 

sure that no untreated waste water is discharged into 

water bodies.  

How was the target achieved?  

The Ministry partnered with Google and mapped all the 

public toilets for ease of access to citizens. Today 

around 2,300 cities have more than 57,000 public toilets 

mapped on google maps. With Star Rating Protocol the 

ministry streamlines solid waste management in cities. 

With door to door garbage collection and garbage 

processing and waste recycling methods, today more 

than 57 cities have been rated as 3-star cities and 4-cities 

(Indore, Ambikapur, Mysuru and Navi Mumbai) have 

been rated 5-star cities. Plastic management in the cities 

were also streamlined complying with Plastic 

Management rules. The ministry is currently working 

with 46 cement plants where the plastic wastes can be 

sent directly for recycling and reusage.  

Operating ministries  

The Swachh Bharat Mission for urban areas is being 

implemented by Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 

The mission for rural areas is being implemented by 

Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation. The rural 

areas of India were declared Open Defecation Free on 

October 2, 2019. PM Modi declared rural India ODF 

during his address at 150th birth anniversary celebration 

of Mahatma Gandhi.

 

EDUCATION 

 

Eklavya model residential schools modernised 

On December 2, 2019, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

provided financial assistance for the upgradation and 

modernization of the Ekalavya Model Residential 

Schools (EMRS). Each school is to be provided with a 

net amount of Rs 5 crores.  

Highlights: The sanctioned amount will be used to 

renovate classrooms, expand existing academic blocks, 

fulfil the requirement of furniture, sanitation facilities, 

construction of hostel rooms, etc.  
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Constitution: The funds are allocated to the scheme 

under Article 275(1) of the constitution. The article 

allows GoI to allocate funds annually to different states, 

schemes or groups to meet their costs. The article also 

allows to pay the schemes from Consolidated Fund of 

India. 

EMRS  

The Ekalavya Model Residential Schools is a scheme 

under Ministry of Tribal Affairs. It was introduced in 

the year 1997-98 for better access of quality education 

to remote tribal children.  

Budget 2018-19  

In the previous budget, it was announced that every 

block of the EMRS with more than 50% of ST 

population and at least 20,000 of tribal population will 

be provided with an EMRS by the end of 2022. Under 

the scheme, government provides 30 lakhs grant for 

establishment of the schools and thereafter 30 lakhs 

annually. Until December 2018, 284 EMRS have been 

sanctioned. 

 

India Ranking System 

On December 2, 2019, the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development informed Lok Sabha that the “Indian 

Ranking Society” was approved by the ministry in 

August 2019. The aim of the society is to develop 

methodologies and systems to rank higher educational 

institutions in the country. The proposal was approved 

in the 127th meeting of the AICTE Executive Council. 

At present, the educational institutes of the country are 

ranked according to the National Institutional Ranking 

Framework (NIRF). It includes 5 broad generic groups 

of parameters namely teaching, learning and resources; 

graduation outcomes; perception; outreach and 

inclusivity; research and professional practice. The next 

NIRF ranking will be released in April 2020 as 

scheduled. 

Overall Ranking 2019 (NIRF) 

1. IIT Madras 

2. IISc Banglore 

3. IIT Delhi 

4. IIT Bombay 

5. IIT Kharagpur 

 

AI introduced as subjects in CBSE schools 

The Ministry of Human Resource and Development has 

introduced Artificial Intelligence in classes VIII, IX and 

X in CBSE schools. The study materials have already 

been provided to the schools through official CBSE 

website  

Highlights  

The CBSE has collaborated with several organization 

like Microsoft, Intel, IBM and so on in order to create 

the module of Artificial Intelligence. Around 1000 

teachers were trained for hands-on knowledge on tools 

such as Flipgrid, OneNote, Outlook, Minecraft, etc. 

They also underwent 3-day project on digital story-

telling, tools to create BOTs and concepts around 

artificial intelligence. The Ministry has so far conducted 

41 training programmes across several CBSE affiliated 

schools in which around 1690 teachers have been 

trained.  

Significance  

Having knowledge in Artificial Intelligence has become 

imperative. It has the ability to execute tasks like visual 

perception, speech recognition, decision-making and 

translating languages by naturally imbibing into human 

intelligence. It also helps to reduce error. Introducing 

Artificial Intelligence at school level will help the 

country create a strong base in the field. 

UNESCO and Dell Technologies will launch a new 

education programme where they will train 4,000 Indian 

teachers in Artificial Technology. The programme will 

aid in GoI step of introducing Artificial Intelligence as 

a subject in school. 

 

1st Transgender University to come up in UP 

India’s first university for transgender community will 

be opened in Fazilnagar block of Kushinagar district in 

Uttar Pradesh. It is the first of its kind University in 

country, where transgender community members will 

be able to get education. 
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INITIATIVES 

 

First India Japan 2-2 Foreign and Defence 

Ministerial Meeting held in New Delhi 

India and Japan held their first ever Foreign and 

Defence Ministerial Dialogue (2+2) in New Delhi. 

During the meet the two sides discussed about boosting 

defence and security ties besides other issues of mutual 

interest. This India-Japan ministerial meeting comes 

ahead of annual summit of two prime ministers 

scheduled to be held in Guwahati, Assam in December 

2019. India has a similar ‘ministerial level 2+2’ 

dialogue with the USA as well. 

 

India and Sweden to sign Polar Science 

Cooperation Agreement  

India and Sweden are to sign their first maritime 

cooperation agreement during the Swedish Royal 

couple visit. The agreement includes cooperation 

between the countries in both Arctic and Antarctic 

regions and hence the name Polar Science. The Swedish 

Royal Couple King Carl XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia 

of Sweden are to visit India for 5 days. This is the third 

visit of the Swedish Royals to the country. Earlier the 

visits were in 1993 and 2005. King Carl XVI Gustaf and 

Queen Silvia of Sweden inaugurated Sarai Sewage 

Treatment Plant (STP) in Uttarakhand.  

 

20th Nagaland Hornbill festival 

The Nagaland Hornbill Festival began at Naga Heritage 

Village at Kisama in Nagaland on 1 December 2019. 

The year 2019 celebrates the 20th edition of Hornbill 

Festival and the festival this year coincides with 

Nagaland Statehood Day. The much-awaited festival 

began with a colourful blend of culture and tradition 

with a modern twist.  

About Nagaland Hornbill Festival  

Hornbill festival is also known as ‘Festival of Festivals’ 

and is named after hornbill bird. This festival 

symbolises ‘Respect and ‘Folklore’ among Nagas. 

 

India’s 1st Maritime Museum in Gujarat 

The Government of India is planning to establish a 

National Maritime Heritage Museum at Lothal in 

Gujarat. The museum will also act as an independent 

research center for archaeology of boat building, 

reconstruction of maritime history and materials traded. 

It will hold display of salvaged materials from 

shipwreck sites in Indian Ocean waters. 

 

Lothal is an ancient city of Indus Valley Civilization. It 

was discovered in 1954 by the ASI (Archaeological 

Survey of India). The site is important as the irrigation 

tank of the city was used as a dock in ancient times. Also 

the city was a part of a major river system (the five rivers 

flowing through Punjab) on the trade route. The GoI has 

requested UNESCO to add Lothal into the lists of 

UNESCO Heritage sites. The requisition is yet to 

receive approval. 

 

Loksabha clears Taxation (Amendment) bill 

2019 

On December 2, 2019, Lok Sabha passed the Taxation 

Laws (Amendment) bill, 2019. The main objective of 

the bill is to provide an option for the domestic 

companies to pay taxes at the rate of 22%. 

The bill replaced the ordinance promulgated by the 

President in September 2019. The ordinance reduced 

corporate taxes. The bill aims to amend both Income 

Tax Act, 1961 and Finance Act, 2019. The bill provides 

the domestic companies to pay taxes at the rate of 22%. 

However, this can be availed only if the companies are 

not claiming deductions under the Income Tax act. 

Currently, the companies with annual turn over of Rs 

400 crores are paying taxes at the rate of 25% and the 

companies with annual turn over more than Rs 400 

crores are paying taxes at the rate of 30%. 

 

Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes Bill 2019 

passed by the parliament 

The Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes (Production, 

Manufacture, Import, Export, Transport, Sale, 

Distribution, Storage, and Advertisement) Bill, 2019 

was passed by Parliament on 3 December 2019. It was 

introduced in Lok Sabha by Union Minister of Health 

and Family Welfare, Dr. Harsh Vardhan. The Bill which 

seeks to prohibits the production, storage, trade, and 

advertisement of electronic cigarettes, replaces an 

Ordinance promulgated in September 2019. 
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Electronic cigarettes: It defines electronic cigarettes or 

e-cigarettes– as electronic devices that heat a substance, 

which may contain nicotine and other chemicals, to 

create vapour for inhalation as well as contain different 

flavours.  

Banning of e-cigarettes: It prohibits production/ 

manufacture/ sale/ transport/ import/ export/ transport/ 

distribution/ advertisement of e-cigarettes in India. Any 

person not adhering to this provision will be punishable 

with imprisonment of up to 1 year, or a fine of up to 1 

lakh rupees, or both and for any subsequent offence, the 

person will be punishable with an imprisonment of up 

to 3 years, along with a fine of up to 5 lakh rupees.  

Storage of e-cigarettes: No person is allowed to use any 

place for storage of any stock of e-cigarettes and in case, 

if any person stores any stock of it then the person will 

be punishable with an imprisonment of up to 6 months, 

or a fine of up to Rs.50000 (or both).  

Authorised Officer: Once the Bill comes into force after 

presidential assent, then, the owners of existing stocks 

of e-cigarettes will have to declare and deposit these 

stocks at nearest office of an authorised officer, who 

may be, a police officer (at least at the level of a sub-

inspector), or any other officer as notified by central/ 

state government.  

Powers of authorised officers: If an authorised officer 

believes that any provision of the Bill has been 

contravened, he can search any place where production/ 

trade/ storage / advertising of e-cigarettes is being 

undertaken and can also seize any record/ property 

connected to e-cigarettes found during search. He may 

also take the person connected with the offence into 

custody. 

 

SPG amendment bill passed in Parliament 

The SPG amendment bill says that when the SPG cover 

is withdrawn from a former Prime Minister, the cover 

also stands withdrawn from his or her family members. 

The bill was passed in the parliament on December 3, 

2019. The bill aimed at amending the Special Protection 

Group act, 1988. 

Amendment key features 

The act states that the SPG cover will be provided to the 

Prime Minister and his family members residing with 

him at his residence. It also states that the cover will be 

provided to the former Prime Ministers and their family 

members for 5 years after he ceases to hold office. The 

bill points that if the cover is withdrawn from the former 

Prime Minister, it will stand withdrawn for their family 

members as well. 

SPG 

The Special Protection Group is the highest security that 

was set up in 1985 to protect the Prime Minister of India. 

It was established after the assassination of PM Indira 

Gandhi by her own bodyguards in 1984. Though the act 

was constituted to provide security cover to the Prime 

Minister, it was amended in 1991 to provide security 

cover to former PMs. The President of India does not 

come under SPG cover due to low threat. He is protected 

by the Indian Army’s President Bodyguard Regiment 

 

CAB in Loksabha 

On December 4, 2019, the Union Cabinet cleared the 

Citizenship (Amendment) bill, for the bill to be tabled 

in Lok Sabha. The bill is being tabled amidst widespread 

protests in the north eastern states.  

Key Features  

The bill aims at providing Indian citizenship to 6 

minority communities from Bangladesh, Pakistan and 

Afghanistan. The communities are Hindu, Christian, 

Sikhs, Buddhist and Jain. Currently for a person to get 

Indian citizenship, he should have resided in the country 

for 11 years. The bill intends to amend this as 6 years.  

Concerns  

The bill has not included Muslim community. This 

according to the opposition is violation of Article 14 that 

legalizes equality before law. The article states that the 

government shall show no discrimination on grounds of 

religion, caste, race, sex or birth.  

The Illegal Migrants factor  

According the Citizenship Act, 1955, illegal migrants 

can either be sent to jail or back to their own countries. 

In Assam, the protest is on rights and livelihood of 

ethnic communities on passage of the bill. After the bill 

is passed, thousands of illegal migrants will be deported 

according to Assam Accord. According to Assam 

Accord that was signed in 1985, foreigners who entered 

Indian soil after March 24, 1971 shall be deported. In 

Mizoram, the protests are by the illegal Buddhist 

Chakma immigrants who were displaced by the 

construction of Kaptai dam on the Karnaphuli river in 

1962. The Nagaland Tribes Council and Naga Students 

Federations sees the bill as a threat to political future of 

their identity. There are protests in Manipur in the fear 

of the state becoming a dumping ground to foreigners In 
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Tripura the Kokborok community has reduced to 33% 

of the population of the state. Initially the state was 

dominated by the community with 80% of the 

population. Tripural believes that this condition will 

worsen of the bill is passed. 

 

FAQs Citizenship amendment bill 2019 

The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was 

introduced in the Lok Sabha by the Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah on December 9, 2019. It was passed 

on the same day in Lok Sabha.  

What are the objectives of the Citizenship Act,1955?  

The bill is re-introduced to amend The Citizenship Act, 

1955, which was enacted to provide for the acquisition 

and determination of Indian citizenship i.e. to regulate 

who can acquire Indian citizenship and on what basis.  

The original act states that a person may become an 

Indian citizen if  

1. they are born in India or  

2. have Indian parents or  

3. resided in the country for a period of time, etc.  

But the Indian citizenship is not provided to illegal 

migrants. An illegal migrant is a foreigner who  

1. enters the country without valid travel documents or  

2. enters with valid documents, but stays beyond the 

permitted period.  

The Indian Government can imprison or deport illegal 

migrants under the Foreigners Act, 1946 and the 

Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920. A foreigner may 

register as an OCI (Overseas Citizen of India) under the 

1955 Act if they are of Indian origin or the spouse of a 

person of Indian origin. They have the right to travel to 

India, to work and study in India.  

What is the need of the amendment?  

During the partition of 1947, several citizens of 

undivided India of various religions were staying in the 

regions of Pakistan and Bangladesh. The constitutions 

of Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh have 

provisions for a specific state religion. Therefore many 

persons belonging to Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi 

and Christian communities have faced discrimination on 

grounds of religion in those countries. Many such 

persons fled to India and continued to stay in India. 

Under the existing provisions of the Act (section 5 or 

section 6), those people belonging to the above-said 

religions and countries who entered India without valid 

travel documents or with expired documents are 

regarded as illegal migrants and they are ineligible to 

apply for Indian citizenship.  

What are the previous initiatives of the 

Government?  

The Centre, in 2015 and 2016 issued two notifications 

exempting some groups of illegal migrants from the 

above mentioned 1946 and the 1920 Acts. The groups 

are Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and 

Christians from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan, 

who came to India on or before 31.12.2014. This means 

that these groups of illegal migrants will not be deported 

or imprisoned for being in India without valid 

documents. Later in 2016, the Central Government also 

made them eligible for long term visa to stay in India. 

Is this the first time the amendment bill being 

introduced?  

In 2016, a similar bill was introduced to amend the 

Citizenship Act, 1955, which sought the extension of 

citizenship to the migrants of six religions of the three 

countries and to revise the provisions of OCI card 

holders. The Bill was passed by Lok Sabha on January 

8, 2019. But as the 16th Lok Sabha was dissolved, the 

bill lapsed. 

What are the new amendments?  

The new bill is passed to provide Indian citizenship to 

the illegal migrants, who are from Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh and Pakistan and are  

1. Hindus  

2. Sikhs  

3. Buddhists  

4. Jains  

5. Parsis and  

6. Christians  

The Bill seeks to amend the act to allow cancellation of 

OCI (Overseas Citizen of India) registration if the 

person has violated any provision of the act or any law 

in force in India. A provision is also to be added where 

the OCIs are given opportunity to be heard in courts 

before the cancellation.  

The Bill says that on acquiring citizenship:  

such persons shall be regarded as Indian citizens from 

the date of their entry into India, and all legal 
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proceedings against them related to their illegal 

migration or citizenship will be closed.  

The bill also proposes to amend the 3rd Schedule to the 

Act, to make the applicants of the aforesaid religions 

and countries eligible for citizenship by naturalisation if 

they can prove their residency in India for five years 

instead of the existing eleven years.  

The illegal migrants who have entered into India up to 

the cut of date of 31.12.2014 shall be granted the 

certificate of registration or certificate of naturalisation 

and they may be given the citizenship of India from the 

date of their entry in India if they fulfil the conditions. 

What are the exemptions? 

The Bill adds that the provisions on citizenship for 

illegal migrants will not apply to 1. the tribal areas of 

Karbi Anglong (Assam), Garo Hills (Meghalaya), 

Chakma District (Mizoram), and Tripura Tribal Areas 

District and 2. the areas under the Inner Line 

Regulation, whose permit regulates the visit of Indians 

to Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, and Nagaland. 

Why is the bill opposed? 

The prime opposition voice is that the act violates the 

right to equality under Article 14 of the Constitution. 

Many severe resistances and oppositions are seen 

against the bill as it is seen to show disparity to illegal 

migrants on the following grounds:  

Their country of origin: The Bill chooses to extend the 

citizenship only to non-Muslims from three nations with 

a Muslim majority The Bill classifies migrants based on 

their country of origin to include only Afghanistan, 

Pakistan and Bangladesh. It is not clear why migrants 

from these countries are differentiated from migrants 

from other neighbouring countries such as Sri Lanka 

and Myanmar.  

Religion: Instead of the term “persecuted minorities”, 

the bill lists the six religions which clearly excluded 

Muslims. Recently the people of Tamil Eelam and 

Rohingya Muslims are seen fleeing to India and taking 

refuge here. It fails to allow Shia and Ahmadiyya 

Muslims to apply for citizenship, who also face 

persecution in Pakistan. It is not clear why illegal 

migrants belonging to religious minorities from these 

countries have been excluded from the Bill.  

Date of entry into India: It is also unclear why there is 

a differential treatment of migrants based on their date 

of entry into India and the cut off date of 31.12.2014 is 

being fixed.  

Place of residence in India: Though the Bill further 

seeks to protect the constitutional guarantee given to 

indigenous populations of North Eastern States covered 

under the Sixth Schedule, it excludes illegal migrants 

residing in those areas, which are the notified tribal 

areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Tripura.  

OCI cancellation: There is no clear regulation about the 

nature of the laws, which when violated lead to the 

cancellation of OCI registration. Despite all these 

oppositions from various segments of the country, the 

government reiterates that there is no discrimination 

shown between the people. The subsequent implications 

may be visible only after the act is implemented across 

the country. 

 

Govt launches pilot project for using Fastags for 

Parking at Hyderabad Airport 

To ensure the benefits of FASTag beyond tolling, the 

Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 

(MoRTH) has launched a pilot project for using 

FASTags for parking purposes at Hyderabad Airport. 

Conceptualised as FASTag 2.0, the tag would cover 

parking payments, fuel payments, etc. After the success 

of project in Hyderabad, it will be launched at Delhi 

airport. 

The FASTag 2.0 has many exciting use cases such as 

Fuel Payments, Enforcement (E-challan) payments, 

Access Management at offices & residence. The GST 

council has also mandated FASTag for all commercial 

vehicles which would be generating an E-way bill from 

1 April, 2020. This integration will be a big boost to 

GSTN (Goods and Services Tax Network) as it would 

help in identifying leakages with respect to nonissuance/ 

miss reporting of E-way bill. 

 

Data Protection Bill approved by Cabinet 

The Cabinet on December 4, 2019 approved Data 

Protection bill to be tabled in Lok Sabha. The bill lays 

down legal framework to preserve sanctity in data 

sharing. The Draft of the bill was released by the 

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology in 

2018.  

Key features of the bill  

The bill provides rules for collection, storage and 

handling of personal data. It regulates the processing of 

personal data of individuals incorporated in India and 

abroad. The bill makes it compulsory for the collecting 

authority to store the data within the territory of India. 
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The bill provides exemptions for processing of data that 

are related to legal proceedings and data that are in the 

interest of national security. A DPA (Data Protection 

Authority) is to be set up under the bill.  

Data Types  

The bill divides data into three types namely critical, 

general and sensitive. The sensitive data are the data that 

are related to passwords, health, finances, religion, 

biometric and sexual orientation. The bill allows the 

sensitive data to be processed outside India with the 

consent from the provider. Critical data are those data 

that the government uses once in a while and are 

allowed to be handled within the country alone. The rest 

of the data that are non-critical and non-sensitive are 

categorized as general data. 

 

ISRO to launch RISAT – spy satellite of India 

The Indian Space Research Organization is gearing to 

launch RISAT-2BR1 from Satish Dhawan Space Centre 

in Sriharikota on December 11, 2019. It is the second 

satellite in the RISAT series. The first satellite RISAT-

2B was launched earlier this year.  

Highlights of the launch  

The launch is the 50th mission of ISRO’s PSLV (Polar 

Satellite Launch Vehicle). Along with the RISAT-

2BR1, it will also carry 9 commercial satellites. They 

are 6 from the US, and each from Italy, Israel and Japan. 

The RISAT-2BR1 is a spy satellite that is launched to 

boost Indian military’s Earth surveillance.  

RISAT  

RISAT are Indian radar imaging reconnaissance 

satellites built by ISRO. These satellites provide all 

weather earth observations. So far, ISRO has put 310 

foreign satellites into orbit.  

Satellite Launch Market  

So far India has launched satellites for 19 countries. 

Broadly, the US shares 40% of global launching 

services market. Following the US, European Union 

holds the second place. Though China plays a major 

role, it is not a consistent player and is not popular 

among the satellite customers namely USA and 

European Union. India has been launching satellites for 

foreign clients for 15 years now.  

Chandrayaan 3  

Apart from RISAT series, ISRO is also planning to 

launch Chandrayaan 3. Following the partial success of 

Chandrayaan 2 with the Vikram lander crashing on the 

moon’s surface, Chandrayaan 3 will help in fulfill the 

unaccomplished components. ISRO has sought Rs 75 

crore from the Department of Economic Affairs to 

complete the mission. It is now official. 

 

Constitution (126th Amendment) bill 2019 

introduced in LS 

The Constitution (126th amendment bill), 2019 was 

introduced in Lok Sabha on December 9, 2019. The bill 

seeks to extend the reservation provided to the 

Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes by 10 years.  

Key Features  

The reservation provided to the Anglo-Indian 

community, SC, ST is to end by January 25, 2020. The 

bill is being introduced to continue the reservation of 

seats for another 10 years, that is till January, 25, 2030. 

The reservation has been included in Article 334 and 

therefore the bill seeks to amend the article.  

Article 334  

Article 334 lays down that the provisions for reservation 

of seats and special representation of angloindians, SC 

and ST will cease after 40 years. The clause was 

included in 1949. After 40 years, it is being amended 

with an extension of 10 years.  

Constitutional Amendment  

The Constitution Amendment is making changing in the 

constitution. According to Article 368, there are two 

types of Constitutional Amendments namely, the 

amendment effected by special majority and the 

amendment effected by special majority and ratification 

by at least one half of state legislatures. Special majority 

requires ratification by two-third members present at the 

voting. At the time of voting, more than 50% of the total 

strength of the house should be present. 

 

Duchifat 3 – Satellite built by Israeli school 

students to be launched by ISRO’s PSLV C48 

Three youngsters Alon Abramovich, Meitav Assulin 

and Shmuel Aviv Levi, all 17 to 18 years old from 

Sha’ar HaNegev High school in Israel’s southern region 

will be traveling to India to launch a satellite dubbed as- 

‘Duchifat 3’, designed and built by them aboard PSLV 

C48 from Sriharikota launch site of ISRO (Indian Space 

Research Organisation) on 11 December 2019. Besides 

Duchifat 3, the PSLV C48 will carry place India’s 
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RISAT-2BR1 and 8 other foreign satellites as payload. 

India was chosen for the launch because of success 

enjoyed by country’s space programme and also 

because of close relations between the two countries.  

About Duchifat 3 Satellite  

It is a remote sensing and photo satellite which will be 

used for ecological research of Earth from space. It is 

designed to serve children from across the country to 

carry experiment through Earth observation. It is the 

third in the series of Israeli student-made satellites. The 

size of satellite is 10x10x30 cm (3U) and it weighs 2.3 

kg. The satellite is a platform for ecological studies such 

as air pollution, water source pollution, forest 

monitoring, and more and will also be of good help to 

agriculturists. It has been jointly built by Herzliya 

Science Center and Sha’ar HaNegev High School 

students, who have worked for almost two and a half 

years to build it.  

About Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV)-C48  

PSLV is an expendable medium-lift launch vehicle. It is 

designed and operated by ISRO. The PSLV-C48 will 

blast off from launch pad at Sriharikota rocket port, 

Andhra Pradesh. It will place RISAT-2BR1, a radar 

imaging earth observation satellite, having a life of five 

years, into an orbit of 576 km. Besides RISAT-2BR1, 

other payload includes 9 foreign satellites- from, Israel 

(remote sensing Duchifat-3), Italy (search and rescue 

Tyvak-0092), Japan (QPS-SAR – a radar imaging earth 

observation satellite) and USA (multi mission Lemur-4 

satellites, earth imaging 1HOPSAT, technology 

demonstration Tyvak-0129). These international 

customer satellites are being launched under a 

commercial arrangement with NewSpace India Limited 

(NSIL) under Department of Space. 

 

India and Australia hold 3rd 2+2 dialogue in New 

Delhi 

The third India-Australia Secretary-level 2+2 dialogue 

was held on 9 December 2019 in New Delhi. The Indian 

side was led by Defense Secretary Ajay Kumar and 

Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale, while its counterpart 

delegation was led by Australia’s Defense Secretary 

Greg Moriarty and Foreign Secretary Frances Adamson. 

Ahead of 3rd 2+2 dialogue, the two defense secretaries 

of India & Australia held a bilateral meeting. The Indian 

defense secretary expressed satisfaction on ongoing 

defense engagements between armed forces of two 

countries, and conveyed India’s commitment to further 

enhance defense cooperation with Australia, both in 

scope and complexfcelity. 

 

Parliament passes The Arms Amendment Bill 

2019 

Parliament has passed the Arms (Amendment) Bill, 

2019, which seeks to amend the Arms Act, 1959. Apart 

from introducing new categories of offences, the Bill 

also seeks to decrease number of licensed firearms 

allowed per person and increase penalties for certain 

offences under the Act.  

Key Features of Bill  

License for acquiring firearms: The Bill reduces the 

number of permitted firearms under Arms Act, 1959 

from three to one (including licenses given on 

inheritance basis). The Bill provides a time period of 1 

year to deposit excess firearms with officer-in-charge of 

nearest police station or with a licensed firearm dealer 

as specified. The excess firearms will be delicensed 

within 90 days from expiry of 1-year period.  

Firearm License Validity: Bill also increases the 

duration of validity of a firearm license from 3 years to 

5 years.  

Ban on firearms: In addition to bans mentioned in 

Arms Act, 1959, the Bill additionally prohibits 

obtaining or procuring un-licensed firearms, as well as 

conversion of one category of firearms to another 

without a license.  

Increase in punishment: Bill amends punishment in 

relation to several offences and increases the 

punishment to between 7 years and life imprisonment, 

along with a fine for: (1) dealing in un-licensed firearms, 

including their manufacture/procurement/ sale/ transfer/ 

conversion, (2) shortening or conversion of a firearm 

without a licence, and (3) import/ export of banned 

firearms.  

The Bill increases the punishment for acquisition, 

possession or carrying of prohibited ammunition 

without a license to imprisonment between 7 and 14 

years, along with fine. However, a court may impose a 

punishment of lesser than 7 years, with recorded 

reasons.  

Adds New offences: The Bill adds news offences, 

which includes: (1) forcefully taking a firearm from 

police or armed forces, punishable with imprisonment 

between 10 years and life imprisonment, along with 

fine, (2) using firearms in a celebratory gunfire which 

endangers human life/ personal safety of others, 

punishable with imprisonment of up to 2 years, or fine 

of up to Rs.1 lakh rupees, or both. Defines offences or 

Organised crime committed by Organised Crime 
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Syndicates: Possession of firearms or ammunition by a 

member of a syndicate, in violation of Act, will be 

punishable with imprisonment between 10 years and 

life, along with a fine. This punishment will also apply 

to to anyone dealing in un-licensed firearms (including 

its manufacture or sale), converting a firearm without 

license, or importing or exporting firearms without 

license, on behalf of a syndicate.  

Defines illicit trafficking: To include trade, acquisition, 

sale of firearms/ ammunitions into or out of India where 

firearms are either not marked as per Act/ violate 

provisions of Act. Illicit trafficking is punishable with 

imprisonment between 10 years and life, along with a 

fine.  

Tracking of firearms: Central government may make 

rules to track firearms and ammunition from 

manufacturer to purchaser to detect, investigate, and 

analyse illicit manufacturing and trafficking. 

 

Social security Code Bill introduced in LS 

On December 11, 2019, the social security code bill was 

introduced in Lok Sabha. The bill paves way for 

universalization of social security of 50 crore workers in 

the country.  

Key Features of the bill  

The bill proposes setting up of a social security fund to 

fulfill benefits such as medical cover, pension, death and 

disablement benefits including gig workers. This will 

help to tap the corporate social responsibility fund and 

divert it towards the unorganized sector. The bill will 

provide options of reducing the provident fund 

contribution of the employees. It is currently 12% of 

basic salary. This will increase their take-home 

payment. The bill also makes the fixed-term contract 

workers eligible for gratuity. Currently under the 

Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972, workers are not entitled 

to gratuity before the completion of 5 years. The bill is 

completely based on the Drafts Security Code. The bill 

intends to merge 8 laws and to support the unorganized 

workers as that mentioned in the code.  

Need for the bill  

India leads in global gig economy contributing 24% of 

online labor market in the world! The data was provided 

by the Oxford Internet Institute. Apart from internet, 

being the second most populous country in the world, 

India has maximum number of unorganized employees. 

 

Rajya Sabha passes Constitution (Scheduled 

Tribes) order (Second Amendment) Bill 2019 

Rajya Sabha passed the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) 

Order (Second Amendment) Bill, 2019 on 12 December 

2019 by voice vote. The bill seeks to amend 

Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950 to include 

three tribes namely– Parivara, Talwara and Siddi 

community of Dharwad and Belagavi districts, in the list 

of Scheduled Tribes in Karnataka. The bill was 

introduced by Tribal Affairs Minister of State Renuka 

Singh Saruta in Upper House.  

Key Features of Bill  

The tribal and tribal communities which are deemed to 

be Scheduled Tribes (STs) are specified in the 

Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950. Thus the 

Bill amends Part VI of the Constitution (Scheduled 

Tribes) Order, 1950 which specifies the Scheduled 

Tribes in Karnataka. Bills amends the Order by 

substituting- (1) ‘Siddi (in Uttar Kannada district)’ with 

‘Siddi (in Belagavi, Dharwad and Uttar Kannada 

districts)’; (2) ‘Naikda, Nayaka’ with ‘Naikda, Nayaka 

(including Parivara and Talawara)’. Currently, the Siddi 

tribe of Uttar Kannada district alone is included in list. 

 

LS passes Central Sanskrit Universities Bill 

2019 

Lok Sabha passed the Central Sanskrit University Bill 

2019, which seeks to convert three deemed Sanskrit 

universities, presently functioning in the country, into 

central universities. The bill was piloted by Union 

Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister 

Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’.  

Key Features of Bill  

The Bill seeks to upgrade three deemed Sanskrit 

universities into Central universities, which are- 

Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan in Bhopal, Sri Lal Bahadur 

Shastri Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth in New Delhi and 

Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth in Tirupati, Andhra 

Pradesh. The purpose of these universities is to impart 

Sanskrit education to students, so that they get 

knowledge contained in Sanskrit language-literature. 

NOTE: Sanskrit language is taught in 250 universities 

in 100 countries across the world, including 14 

universities in Germany. 
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Accessible India Campaign 

Recently GoI extended the deadline for Accessible India 

Campaign to March 2020. The main objective of the 

campaign is to make public spaces friendly for persons 

with disabilities. 

About the campaign  

The campaign is also called Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan. 

The scheme was launched by Union Ministry of Social 

Justice and Empowerment. The initiative is in line with 

the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities to which India signed in 2007. The 

scheme was also launched under Persons with 

Disabilities Act, 1995. Under the act, the scheme comes 

under the jurisdiction of sections 44, 45 and 46 that 

provides equal opportunities and protection of rights in 

transport sector to those who are physically challenged.  

Targets of the campaign  

The campaign aims at making at least 50% of 

government owned buildings as disabled-friendly. It 

was aimed at doing in three phases. In phase 1, the 

campaign focused on making international airports 

disabledfriendly by 2016. In phase 2, it aimed at making 

25% of public transport vehicles disabled-friendly by 

2017. In phase 3, it aimed at making 50% of government 

buildings disabled-friendly. 

 

Khadi Rumal 

Union Minister for Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSME) Nitin Gadkari launched the sale of 

‘Khadi Rumal’ stitched by militancy affected women of 

Nagrota town of Jammu and Kashmir. The aim is to 

provide employment to the women in the terrorist 

affected areas as well as create employment 

opportunities for militancy affected families of J&K. 

 

Government Instant Messaging System? 

The Centre Government is testing a prototype of an 

Indian equivalent of popular messaging application 

platforms, such as WhatsApp and Telegram, for secure 

internal use. This secure messaging app is codenamed 

as ‘Government Instant Messaging System (GIMS)’. It 

is being packaged for employees of Central government 

as well as state government departments and 

organisations for intra and inter organisation 

communications. Currently the platform is in pilot 

testing stage across some states, (like Odisha) and is 

learnt to have been released to Indian Navy to be tried 

out on trial basis. In addition to this, a GIMS Portal is 

also being simultaneously developed for administration 

and monitoring of platform.  

About Government Instant Messaging System 

(GIMS)  

Objective: To develop a secure Indian alternative 

without security concerns attached with apps hosted 

abroad or those owned by foreign entities like 

WhatsApp, Telegram etc.  

Key Features: GIMS is designed and developed by 

Kerala unit of National Informatics Centre (NIC). As 

the platform has been developed in India, it is being 

touted as a safer bet. Unlike these popular messaging 

application, GIMS employs end-to-end encryption for 

one-to-one messaging. Besides one-to-one messaging 

and group messaging, GIMS has a specific provision for 

documents and media sharing in keeping with the 

hierarchies in government system.  

Servers Based in India: The server hosting GIMS is 

installed within India and the information stored would 

be in government-based cloud – NIC (National 

Informatics Centre) -operated data centres that are only 

meant for captive use by government and its 

departments. 

 

Exam Warriors 

Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment 

Thaawarchand Gehlot released Braille Edition of ‘Exam 

Warriors’, a book authored by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi in New Delhi. The release of Braille version of 

‘Exam Warriors’ took place at a time when Exams of 

Secondary and Higher Secondary Standards are fast 

approaching. 

 

National Broadband Mission 

Centre Government launched the National Broadband 

Mission (NBM) to provide broadband access to all 

villages by 2022. It was launched by Telecom Minister 

Ravi Shankar Prasad in New Delhi. NBM is part of 

government’s National Digital Communications Policy, 

2018.  

About National Broadband Mission  

Objective of NBM:  

• To fast track growth of digital communications 

infrastructure, bridge digital divide and to provide 

affordable and universal access of broadband for all  
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• To provide broadband access to all villages by 2022  

Salient Features of NBM:  

• Ambitious project will involve laying down around 

30 Lakhs kilometre route Optical Fiber Cable (OFC) 

as well as increase tower density from 0.42 to 1.0 

tower per thousand of population by 2024.  

• Facilitate universal and equitable access to 

broadband services and significantly improve quality 

of services for mobile and internet for across country 

and especially in rural and remote areas.  

• Develop innovative implementation models for 

Right of Way (RoW) and to work with States and 

Union Territories for having consistent policies 

pertaining to expansion of digital infrastructure 

including for RoW approvals required for laying of 

OFC  

• Develop a Broadband Readiness Index (BRI) for 

measuring the availability of digital communications 

infrastructure and conducive policy ecosystem 

within a States and Union Territory  

• Creating a digital fiber map of Digital 

Communications network and infrastructure, 

including OFC and Towers, across the country  

• Addressing policy and regulatory changes required 

for accelerating expansion and creation of digital 

infrastructure and services  

• Working with all stakeholders including concerned 

Ministries, Departments, government agencies, and 

Ministry of Finance, for enabling investments for 

Mission.  

Fund: The NAM envisages an investment of Rs.7 lakh 

crore in next 4 years from both government and industry 

to connect the country digitally at a faster pace. 10% of 

funds will come from Universal Service Obligation 

Fund (USOF) and the balance to come from industry in 

form of towers and other assets.  

Benefit: Besides securing universal broadband access 

for implementation of broadband initiatives, the mission 

will also fast-track digital connectivity across the 

country. Providing internet connectivity to 1 lakh 

villages will also push Indian economy to 5 trillion-

dollar milestone. 

 

 

 

Free Wifi services provided to all villages till 

2020 

On December 25, 2019, Union Minister of 

Communication and IT Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad 

inaugurated “Digital Village Guruwara”. During the 

launch, it was announced that the Government has 

planned to offer free Wi-Fi services to all villages till 

March 2020.  

Highlights  

The Government of India has so far connected 1,30,000-

gram panchayats through Bharatnet. More than 50,000 

Gram Panchayat are yet to be connected. The 

government is working under the current target that at 

least 15% of villages are to be digitalized in next four 

years. The free Wi-Fi services are being announced 

under Bharatnet project. The GoI in June 2018 

announced that all gram panchayats will receive 

broadband connectivity by 2020. However, the 

connectivity has been made free now.  

Bharatnet Project  

The initiative was launched in 2011. Under the 

initiative, 100 Mbps speed internet were to be provided 

to around 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats. The aim is to 

increase their speed to around 2 to 20 Mbps in the future 

to all households in rural areas. The project is a National 

Optical Fibre Network project. It is seen as a major 

initiative in order to succeed Digital India. It is being 

implemented by the Ministry of Telecommunications. 

 

Govt to launch Digital Radio by 2024 

Centre government is planning to revamp ‘All India 

Radio’ officially known as ‘Akashvani’ by introducing 

Digital Radio in India by 2024, when the country will 

be technologically-equipped for it. The announcement 

in this regard was made by Union Information and 

Broadcasting (I&B) Minister Prakash Javadekar at the 

2019 Akashvani Annual Awards in New Delhi. 

About AIR 

AIR was established in 1936 and is officially known as 

Akashvani since 1956. It is the national public radio 

broadcaster of India and is a division of Prasar Bharati, 

which is India’s largest public broadcasting agency. 

AIR is sister service of Prasar Bharati’s Doordarshan 

elevision Network. 
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ECONOMICS 

 

Cabinet approves Bharat Bond Exchange 

Traded Fund 

On December 4, 2019, the Cabinet approved the launch 

of Bharat Bond Exchange Traded Fund (BBETF) in 

order to allow the investors to buy government debts. 

The fund will allow easy and low-cost access with the 

smallest amount of Rs 1000.  

Highlights  

The BBETF at its initial stages will hold basket of bonds 

that are issued by the public sector undertakings and 

other government organization bonds. It will have a 

maturity period of 3 to 10 years and are permitted to be 

traded on stock exchanges.  

Benefits  

Apart from bank financing, the BBETF will act as an 

additional financial source for government 

organizations. As it will help in increasing investors 

base, demand for their bonds will increase naturally. It 

will help to inculcate discipline in CPSE (Central Public 

Sector Enterprises) and the borrowings in CPSE.  

Significance  

This step will help in deepening corporate bond market 

and will increase retail participation. It will provide 

safety, liquidity and predictable tax efficient returns. 

Also, as compared to previous bonds, the BBETF is tax 

efficient. This is because, long term capital gains on 

bond funds are taxed at 20%. 

 

Foreign exchange touches high of 451.08 billion 

USD 

According to the weekly data released by the Reserve 

Bank of India, the foreign exchange reserve touched a 

new high of 451.08 billion USD. The foreign exchange 

currency assets include the depreciation or appreciation 

of the non-US currency like pound, Euro and Yen as 

well. 

 

World Economic Forum Report 2019 

On December 17, the World Economic Forum released 

its report according to which India ranked 112th in 

terms of gender gap. The report said that the India was 

ranked in bottom-five in terms of survival and economic 

participation.  

Highlights: India  

India was in 108th position in 2018. Its performance 

weakened in the year 2019 according to the report. 

India’s performance was lagging in three out of four 

metrics used for ranking the countries. India slipped to 

150th rank in health and survival, 149th in economic 

participation, 112th in educational attainment. India 

improved to 18th place in terms of political 

empowerment. The report also said that opportunities 

for women in India is very low. India was ranked below 

countries like Bangladesh (50th), Indonesia (85th), 

Brazil (92nd), Nepal (101st), Sri Lanka (102nd), China 

(106th). The World Economic Forum published its first 

report in 2006. Since then performance of India has 

deteriorated. In 2006, India was ranked at 98th place. 

Opportunities for women in the country is 35.4%. Sex 

ratio of India was low as compared to other countries 

(91 girls for every 100 boys).  

Highlights: World  

Iceland was the topmost gender-neutral country. Next to 

Iceland, other Nordic Countries like Norway, Finland 

and Sweden were the top performers. At the top 10, 

countries like Nicaragua (5th), New Zealand (6th), 

Ireland (7th), Spain (8th), Rwanda (9th) and Germany 

(10th). United States continued to decline falling to 53rd 

place Though there are several hinderance for the 

situation to get improved, role model effect will start to 

have impact in terms of leadership. For instance, eight 

out of top 10 countries had high political empowerment 

with greater participation from women. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

 

CCPI Index COP 25: India among top 10 

countries 

On December 10, 2019, at the COP25, the Climate 

Change Performance Index was presented. The Index 

measures renewable energy share, emissions and 

climate policies of 57 countries and the European 

Union.  

Highlights: India  

India ranked 9th in the ranking provided. The ranking 

was to the “high category”, where the countries have 

ambitious 2030 targets. The report noted that India 

received medium rating in the renewable energy 

category. Also, the 2030 target set by India was rated 

high for its well-below 2-degree Celsius compatibility. 

The report also says that India is yet to develop a road 

map to phase-out fossil fuel subsidies in order to reduce 

the dependence on fossil fuels.  

Highlights: World  

China, one of the largest polluters improved in its 

ranking and was placed in medium category. US and 

Saudi Arabia were the major polluters. They hardly 

showed signs of reducing their green house gas 

emissions. US ranked the last followed by Saudi Arabia 

and Australia. 

According to the report, 31 of the 57 high emitting 

countries are responsible for 90% of emissions. Some of 

the EU countries like Sweden (ranked 4th), Denmark 

(ranked 5th) were the highest achievers in terms of 

performance. Among the G20 countries, only India and 

UK were ranked in the high category. 

 

World’s first electronic flight takes off from 

Canada 

The first fully electronic flight in the world completed 

its test flight successfully on December 10, 2019. The 

flight is to operate from Vancouver, Canada to the near 

by islands.  

Highlights  

The zero emission completely electronic flight proved 

that all-electric commercial aviation is possible. The 

electrical aircraft designed was a 6-seater sea plane that 

was retrofitted with an electric motor. The first flight 

lasted for 15 minutes. The electrical flight was designed 

by the company Harbor Air. India also promotes and 

incentivizes the use of electric vehicles.  

Promotion of Electric Vehicles in India  

The Department of Heavy Industry is implementing 

FAME-India scheme (Faster Adoption and 

Manufacturing of Electric Vehicles in India) to increase 

the awareness and usage of electric vehicles. Till March 

2019, GoI under the scheme supported 2.8 lakh hybrid 

vehicles by incentivizing around Rs 359 crores and 

saving 50 million litres of fuel and reducing 124 million 

kg of carbon dioxide. The GST on Electric Vehicles 

were reduced to 5%. Also, Ministry of Power had 

recently allowed sale of electricity for charging electric 

vehicles. These moves have increased the investments 

in charging infrastructure.  

Infrastructure for Electric Vehicles in India  

Under Phase I of the FAME scheme around 500 

charging stations have been sanctioned. Out of these 

500, 230 charging stations were installed. The 

Department of Heavy Industry has expressed interest to 

get proposals for establishing 1000 charging stations. 
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DEFENCE 

 

Mitra Shakti 

The seventh Indo-Sri Lanka joint military exercise was 

held on December 1, 2019 at Aundh military station. 

The main objective of the exercise is to build and 

promote positive relations between the countries. The 

exercise is scheduled to be conducted at the Foreign 

Training Node in Pune between December 1 and 

December 14, 2019. 

 

Surya Kiran – XIV – Indo Nepal joint military 

exercise 

The 2019 edition of Joint military exercise between 

India and Nepal called ‘SURYA KIRAN – XIV’, will 

be conducted at Salijhandi, Rupendehi district of Nepal 

from 3 to 16 December 2019. It is an annual event which 

is conducted alternatively in Nepal and India. 

 

Exercise Hand in Hand: India China Joint 

Training 

The 8th India-China joint training exercise Hand-In-

Hand 2019 is being conducted at Umroi, Meghalaya 

from 7 to 20 December 2019. The exercise is being 

conducted under the theme of counter terrorism under 

United Nations mandate. 

Two tactical exercises scheduled during training are on: 

(1) counter terrorism scenario; (2) Humanitarian and 

Disaster Relief (HADR) operations. 

 

 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

 

Sub – lieutenant Shivangi: Indian Navy’s 1st 

Woman Pilot 

The Indian Navy got its first woman pilot (a front-line 

combat role) as ‘Sub-Lieutenant Shivangi’ completed 

her operational training in Kochi, Kerala. She received 

her ‘golden wings’ from Vice Admiral AK Chawla, and 

will fly the Naval Dornier surveillance aircraft. 

Key Highlights  

A batch of 3 trainee officers of 7th Dornier Conversion 

Course (DOCC) including a lady officer qualified as 

Dornier pilots and were awarded Golden ‘Wings’ at a 

ceremony held at INS Garuda. Vice Admiral, the Flag 

Officer Commanding-in-Chief (FOC-in-C), Southern 

Naval Command was Chief Guest for ceremony who 

presented ‘Wings’ to passing out officers, signifying 

their qualification as naval aviators. Flag Officer 

Commanding-in-Chief (FOC-in-C), South Rolling 

Trophy for standing 1st in overall order of merit was 

awarded to Lieutenant Shivam Pandey.  

‘Wings Significance’: The award of ‘Wings’ marks 

culmination of 1 year of flying training at Air Force 

Academy (AFA), Dundigal and Indian Naval Air 

Squadron (INAS) 550, INS Garuda in Kochi. From here 

on, these pilots will join ‘Dornier Operational Flying 

Training’ course at INAS 550 from mid-January 2020. 

This will be prior to joining an operational Maritime 

Reconnaissance squadron. 

About Sub-lieutenant Shivangi 

She has created history as first woman pilot of Indian 

Navy, on successful graduation from the course. She is 

a native of Muzaffarpur, Bihar. She was inducted into 

Indian Navy under Short Service Commission (SSC)- 

Pilot entry scheme and was commissioned into the Navy 

in June 2018. She was part of 27th Naval orientation 

course (NOC) at Indian Naval Academy, Ezhimala. As 

part of her training, She has flown Pilatus PC 7 MkII, 

Basic Trainer at Air Force Academy (AFA) as well as 

completed Dornier Conversion with Indian Navy at 

Kochi. To become a fully operational pilot on Maritime 

Reconnaissance (MR) aircraft, she will continue her 

training at INAS 550, which is the Dornier squadron at 

INS Garuda. 

 

Shakti Bhatt 1st Book Prize 

English author Tony Joseph has won 12th ‘Shakti Bhatt 

First Book Prize’ for his 2018 book, ‘Early Indians: The 

Story of Our Ancestors and Where We Came’. Tony 

Joseph, a journalist-author won against four other debut 
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writers and the award was announced Shakti Bhatt 

Foundation. 

The award that was instituted in 2008 and carries a 

trophy and a cash prize of Rs.2 lakh. It seeks to celebrate 

‘extraordinary new writing in all genres’ from South 

Asian countries. In 2018, the prize was awarded to 

Sujatha Gidla for her ‘Ants Among Elephants: An 

Untouchable Family And The Making Of Modern 

India’. 

Sanna Marin becomes World’s Youngest PM 

The 34-year-old Sanna Marin, was selected by her 

Social Democratic party of Finland to become the 

country’s youngest prime minister ever, taking over 

after resignation of outgoing leader Antti Rinne. Sanna 

who will now be youngest head of government in the 

country’s history, has earlier served as transport 

minister of Finland. 

At 34, Sanna Marin also becomes world’s youngest 

serving prime minister once takes office in the coming 

days. Finland’s Parliament is expected to formally 

swear in the new prime minister on 10 December 2019. 

She is now ahead of Ukraine’s prime minister Oleksiy 

Honcharuk, who is currently 35 

In Indian, Rajiv Gandhi was the youngest person to 

become Prime Minister. He became PM at 40 years of 

age. 

SA’s Zozbini Tunzi wins Miss Universe 2019 

title 

Miss South Africa Zozibini Tunzi was crowned as Miss 

Universe 2019 at the event held at Tyler Perry Studios 

in Atlanta, United States. The 26-year-old Zozibini 

Tunzi was presented the crown by Philippines’ Catriona 

Gray, who was the Miss Universe winner in 2018. India 

was represented by Vartika Singh in the beauty pageant. 

Vartika Singh failed to enter the top 10 of the Miss 

Universe 2018 competition. After Lara Dutta had won 

the crown in 2000, no Indian contestant has been able to 

win Miss Universe title in all these 19 years. 

Runner Up: Miss Universe Puerto Rico Madison 

Anderson was declared first runner up and Miss 

Universe Mexico was the second-runner up. This year 

2019 was 68th edition of Miss Universe pageant. The 

event was hosted by Emmy Award-winning American 

comic-turned-TV personality Steve Harvey. 

Diwali – Power of One Award 

Four eminent diplomats have been honoured with the 

‘Diwali – Power of One’ award in recognition and of 

their work, especially at United Nations (UN), for a 

secure and peaceful world. The Winner were honoured 

with the ‘Power of One’ awards during a ceremony at 

UN Headquarters in New York, United States. The 

award annually honours those who have made 

exemplary contributions in upholding the values that the 

United Nations stands for. 

Winners 2019  

Awardees: The award is conferred to former High-

Level UN diplomats or Permanent Representatives or 

those diplomats who will soon finish their tenure at 

world organisation for working selflessly towards 

helping form a more secure, peaceful and perfect world 

for all. The diplomats who were honoured are:  

• Kairat Abdrakhmanov (Kazakhstan)- Former 

foreign minister and Permanent Representative of 

Kazakhstan to UN  

• Nicholas Emiliou (Cyprus)– former Permanent 

Representative of Cyprus to UN  

• Frantisek Ruzicka (Slovakia)- Former Chef de 

Cabinet to President of 72nd Session of the UN 

General Assembly (UNGA) and Permanent 

Representative of Slovakia to UN  

• Volodymyr Yelchenko (Ukraine)– Permanent 

Representative of Ukraine to the UN  

About Diwali-Power of One Awards  

The awards which have now come to be known as 

‘Oscars of Diplomacy’ were established by Diwali 

Foundation USA, Inc in 2017. The awards seeks to 

promote a peaceful and consensus-based process to 

achieve societal good, as befitting high hopes and ideals 

of humanity enshrined in UN Charter. The coorganisers 

of this year Diwali Foundation USA’s Power of One 

awardees were- Permanent Missions of Belarus, 

Georgia and India to UN, along with 32 co-sponsors. 

Currently, Ranju Batra chairs, the Diwali Foundation 

USA. Ranju Batra had spearheaded efforts for nearly 7 

years to get a commemorative ‘Forever Diwali’ stamp 

issued by US Postal Service in 2016. The ‘Power of 

One’ award institutionalises Diwali Stamp effort of 

Ranju Batra and her partners who worked tirelessly and 

made it the most popular stamp issued by US Postal 

Services. 

Suniel Shetty to be brand ambassador for 

NADA 

National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA), India’s anti-

doping body has selected Bollywood actor Suniel Shetty 

has been selected as its brand ambassador. NADA hopes 

that his celebrity status would help its efforts to clean up 

sports in the country from the menace. 
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FICCI India Sports Awards 2019 

The coveted FICCI India Sports Awards 2019 were 

presented to the winners on 11 December 2019 at New 

Delhi. The awards are an attempt by FICCI (Federation 

of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry) to 

acknowledge and recognize contribution of sports 

persons and various stakeholders who deliver excellent 

results during the year.  

Winners: FICCI India Sports Awards 2019  

• Sports Person of the Year: Female- Rani Rampal, 

women’s hockey team captain; Male: Saurabh 

Chaudhary, ace pistol shooter  

• Best National Sports Federation: National Rifle 

Association of India  

• Best Company Promoting Sports (Public Sector): 

Railway Sports Promotion Board  

• Best Para-athlete: Sandeep Chaudhary (javelin).  

• Breakthrough Sports Person: Amit Panghal (boxing)  

• Lifetime Achievement (Administrator): Govindaraj 

Kempareddy  

• Lifetime Achievement: Pankaj Advani (cue sport)  

• Best State promoting sports: Odisha  

• Best Sports Journalist: Kamesh Srinivasan 

 

Greta Thunberb named TIME’s 2019 person of 

the year 

The Swedish teenager Greta Thunberg, who became 

voice of a generation facing climate change emergency 

was named as Time magazine’s 2019 Person of the 

Year. The magazine announced 16-year old Thunberg 

as its choice among other 2019 finalists, which included 

The Hong Kong Protesters, House Speaker Nancy 

Pelosi, President Donald Trump, and anonymous 

whistleblower whose memo on Trump’s dealings with 

Ukraine triggered impeachment inquiry.  

Others honoured by TIME for year 2019:  

• Athlete of the Year: US Women’s Soccer Team  

• Guardians of the Year: the US Public Servants  

• Entertainer of the Year: Singer Lizzo  

• Business Person of the Year: Disney CEO Bob Iger  

About Greta Thunberg  

She is a Swedish environmental activist on climate 

change whose campaigning movement, which became 

known as “Fridays for Future,” prompted millions of 

people in about 150 countries “to act on behalf of the 

planet. She had been nominated for a Nobel peace prize, 

recognised for her mobilisation of students in her 

‘Fridays for Future’ weekly school strikes. 

 

Forbes’ List of World’s most Powerful Women 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel has topped the 

Forbes’ 2019 edition of 100 World’s Most Powerful 

Women for the ninth consecutive year. She was joined 

in top spots by fellow prominent female political 

leaders. The 65-year-old German leader has made 14 

appearances in list’s 16-year history of Forbes magazine 

which releases a wide-ranging list intended to celebrate 

100 most influential females. She was praised for 

standing up to US President Donald Trump and for 

allowing over a million Syrian refugees into Germany. 

Other Winners 

Every year Forbes’ magazine annually compiles a list of 

influential women leaders from around the world in 

politics, business and entertainment. Top 5: In this 

year’s list, Angela Merkel was followed by Christine 

Lagarde, president of European Central Bank (ECB) 

and has earlier served as MD of International Monetary 

Fund (IMF). Christine rose to the second spot in the list 

after standing at number 22 last year on same list. Nancy 

Pelosi, Speaker of U.S. House of Representatives, stood 

at number 3 as the highest-ranking and most powerful 

female elected official in American political history. 

Ursula Von Der Leyen, President of European 

Commission stood at number No. 4 and Mary Barra, 

CEO of General Motors stood at number 5. Indian 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, too, found a spot 

on 2019 Forbes’ list. She was ranked 34, ahead of Queen 

Elizabeth II, who is at number 40, and Ivanka Trump, 

who stood at number 42. Swedish teen environmentalist 

Greta Thunberg, who was recently named Time’s 

Person of the Year, stood at 100th spot on 2019 Forbes’ 

list. 

 

Toni-Ann Singh 

Jamaica’s Toni-Ann Singh was crowned as Miss World 

2019 at a beauty pageant held in London, UK. She won 

the coveted Miss World title for the year 2019 after 

beating her contenders, Ophely Mezino from France and 

Suman Rao from India. She received her crown from 

Mexico’s Vanessa Ponce de Leon, the winner of Miss 

World 2018. The event was hosted by British television 

personality Piers Morgan, who was also the head judge 

of the event. 
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Sahitya Akademi awards announced 

On December 18, 2019, Sahitya Akademi announced its 

awardees for this year. It announced seven books of 

poetry, six short stories, four novels, three non-fiction 

books and three essays.  

Highlights  

Sashi Tharoor, the former external affairs minister has 

won the award for his book “An Era of Darkness”. The 

other awardees include Chinmoy Guha, a Bengali 

Professor who has won for his essay “Ghumer Darja 

Thele”, tamil writer Dharman for his novel “Sool”. The 

awards are to be presented on February 25, 2020. The 

winners will be honored with a copper plaque and prize 

money of Rs 1 lakh. A Santhali Novel “Marom” written 

by Shyam Besra also won the award. It is to be noted 

Santhali language was used in Rajya Sabha for the first 

time in the recent winter session of Parliament.  

Sahitya Akademi  

The academy was constituted by Government of India 

through a resolution passed in 1952. According to its 

constitution the academy is run by three authorities 

namely a general council, finance committee and an 

executive board. The proposal of forming the academy 

was put forth in 1944 to the British Government by the 

Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal. The academy till date 

holds the largest library of multi-lingual books in India. 

 

Pat Cummins 

The Australian pacer Pat Cummins, with a base price of 

Rs.2 crore, became the most expensive overseas player 

in Indian Premier League (IPL) as he was sold to 

Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) for a whopping Rs.15.50 

crore($2.2 million). 

Key Highlights 

Kolkata Night Riders shelled out Rs.15.5 crore, nearly 

43% of their purse, for the New South Welshman at the 

auction for IPL 2020, the 12th edition of Indian Premier 

League tournament. The 26-year-old is currently the 

number one ranked Test bowler in the world. He has 

previously played for Delhi Capitals or Delhi 

Daredevils (as they were known then) in 2017 edition 

and Kolkata Knight Riders in the 2014 edition. Prior to 

Cummins becoming the most expensive overseas buy in 

IPL, Ben Stokes was the player a team had spent most 

money on and that was when he was picked up for 2.16 

million in 2017 by Rising Pune Supergiant (RPS). 

Overall, Cummins is third on list of most expensive IPL 

players ever bought with Yuvraj Singh occupying the 

first rank ande Gautam Gambhir occupying second 

rank, having also been bought by KKR. 

 

Koneru Humpy 

Indian Grandmaster Koneru Humpy claimed the 2019 

Women’s World Rapid Chess Champion tiltle. The 

winner of Women’s World Rapid Championship was 

decided in a playoff that ended with Humpy beating 

China’s Lei Tingjie in a dramatic final in Moscow, 

Russia. 

 

General Bipin Rawat 

On December 31, 2019, General Bipin Rawat was 

appointed as the Chief of Defence Staff. He recently 

retired as Chief of Army Staff and was succeeded by 

General Manoj Mukund.  

Highlights  

Recently, the Union Cabinet approved the post of Chief 

of Defence Staff in the rank of four star general. The 

salaries and perks of the CDS is equivalent to service 

chief. The CDS will also head the Department of 

Military affairs which is to be created with in the 

Ministry of Defence. He will act as the military advisor 

to the Government of India. The post was created in 

order to bring in reforms in military focusing on 

minimal use of resources with maximum output.  

Chief of Defence Staff  

The other countries that hold Chief of Defence Staff in 

the world includes Italy, France, China, Spain, UK, 

Canada and Japan. The history of creation of such as 

post goes back to 1940s. The idea of creation of such a 

post was mooted by Lord Mountbatten. However, 

officially the suggestion came in after Kargil war in 

1999.  

The Chief of Staff Committee was created to finalise the 

powers of CDS.  

Four-star mark  

The four-star rank of an officer in India is given to 5 

officers. It includes Admiral of Indian Navy, Air Chief 

Marshal of Indian Air Force, General of Indian Army 

and Director of Intelligence Bureau. Now, the rank is 

given to CDS officer as well. 
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CELEBRATED DAYS 

 

World’s AIDS day: December 1 

World AIDS Day was observed on 1 December 2019, 

to raise public awareness about Acquired Immuno 

Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), a pandemic disease 

caused due to infection of Human Immunodeficiency 

Virus (HIV) which affects the human immune system. 

The day also provides an opportunity for people to unite 

in fight against HIV and to show support for those living 

with HIV. The theme for year 2019 is “Communities 

Make the Difference.” World AIDS Day is being 

celebrated every year since 1988 and is one of the eight 

official global public health campaigns marked by 

World Health Organization (WHO). 

India and AIDS 

As per latest estimate of 2017, there are about 21 lakh 

40 thousand people living with HIV in India. The 

government is implementing National AIDS Control 

Programme (NACP) as a 100% Central Sector Scheme 

for prevention and control of AIDS. NACP response to 

HIV epidemic comprise a comprehensive 3-pronged 

strategy of prevention, testing and treatment. 

Government has also developed a 7-year National 

Strategic Plan from 2017 to 2024 to achieve Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG) of ending AIDS as a public 

health threat by 2030. In Uttar Pradesh, various 

awareness programmes were organised on occasion of 

World AIDS Day. Uttar Pradesh State AIDS Control 

Society (UPSACS) also organised awareness progress 

at Rumi Gate in Lucknow where various NGO will 

participate. North Eastern Railway organised awareness 

programmes at Lucknow and it’s various railways 

stations where passengers were taught awareness is 

better than cure. 

 

International Day for abolition of Slavery: 

December 2nd 

Every year 2 December is observed as International Day 

for the Abolition of Slavery, across the world. The 

yearly event is organized by United Nations General 

Assembly (UNGA) and was first celebrated in 1986. 

Objective: The day focuses on eradication of 

contemporary forms of slavery, like trafficking in 

persons, forced marriage, worst forms of child labour, 

forced recruitment of children for use in armed conflict 

and sexual exploitation  

Why the date? On 2 December1949, the United Nations 

General Assembly (UNGA) approved the Convention 

for Suppression of Traffic in Persons and of 

Exploitation of Prostitution of Others.  

Other Efforts: On 18 December 2002, UNGA by its 

resolution 57/195 of 2002 proclaimed 2004 to be- 

‘International Year to Commemorate the Struggle 

against Slavery and its Abolition’. 

 

National Population Day Control: December 2nd 

Every year 2 December is observed as National 

Pollution Control Day to commemorate the people who 

lost their lives in the unfortunate incident of Bhopal Gas 

Tragedy that occurred on this day in 1984. 

Bhopal Gas Tragedy 

The year 2019 celebrated the 35th anniversary of 

Bhopal Gas Tragedy that took the life of thousands of 

people at midnight on 2 December 1984. Bhopal Gas 

Tragedy occurred after a highly toxic methyl isocyanate 

(MIC) gas made its way into and around area situated 

near Union Carbide India Limited (UCIL) pesticide 

plant in Bhopal and is considered as the world’s worst 

industrial disaster. 

 

International Day of Persons with Disabilities: 

December 3rd 

The International Day of Persons with Disabilities is 

being observed by the United Nations since 1992. The 

aim of the day is to promote well-being of the persons 

with disabilities and to increase awareness of their 

situation in social, political cultural and economic ways.  

Theme: Promoting participation of persons with 

disabilities and leadership 

Vice President of India M. Venkiah Naidu conferred 

‘National Awards for Empowerment of Persons with 

Disabilities 2019’ at a function organized by 

Department of Empowerment of Persons with 

Disabilities (DEPwD), Union Ministry of Social Justice 

& Empowerment to celebrate ‘International Day of 

Persons with Disabilities’ 

Till 2017, the Scheme of Award was governed under 

National Awards Rules, 2013 which provided 7 

categories of disabilities according to Persons with 
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Disabilities Act, 1995. However, when Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 came into force 

w.e.f. 19 April 2017, the number of specified disabilities 

increased from 7 to 21 under new Law. Accordingly all 

21 disabilities were included under National Award 

Guidelines. National Selection Committee under 

Chairpersonship of Union Minister, Social Justice & 

Empowerment in its meeting held on 6 November 2019 

considered recommendation of Screening Committees 

and approved all 65 awards in 14 categories. 

 

 

World Soil Day: December 5th 

The World Soil Day was endorsed by the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in 2013. 

It was officially adopted through a resolution at the 68th 

UN General Assembly. Since then every year, the 

World Soil Day is marked on December 5 by the United 

Nations all over the world.  

Theme: Stop Soil Erosion, Save our Future  

 

International Civil Aviation Day: December 7th 

The International Civil Aviation Day is observed every 

year on 7 December across the world to generate and 

reinforce worldwide awareness of importance of 

international civil aviation to social and economic 

development. It also seeks to highlight unique role of 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) in 

helping member states to cooperate and realize a truly 

global rapid transit network at the service of all 

mankind. 

 

Army Forces Flag Day: December 7th 

Every Year India dedicates December 7 to the Armed 

Forces Flag Day. The day is dedicated towards fund 

collection from people of India for the welfare of Indian 

Armed Forces. The day is being observed annually since 

1949. 

 

GST stakeholder Feedback Diwas: December 

7th 

The central and state authorities organised GST (Goods 

and Services Tax) Stakeholder Feedback Diwas on 7 

December 2019. The aim of organizing this event was 

to get an on-the-spot response and suggestion to the new 

system for filing GST Returns to be introduced from 

next fiscal year. The new return form will be made 

mandatory from 1 April 2020. The programme was 

organised on the new system for filing returns across 

125 cities to get on-the-spot response and suggestion. 
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International Anti Corruption Day: December 

9th 

The International Day of Anti-Corruption is marked by 

the United Nations every year on December 9 since 

2003. This year the day is being marked by the 

organization all over the world on the following theme  

Theme: United Against Corruption The 2030 

Agenda forms the backbone of the campaign. 

 

International Human Rights Day: December 

10th 

Every year 10th December is celebrated as International 

Human Rights Day across the world. The theme for 

2019 Human Rights Day is: ‘Youth Standing up for 

Human Rights.’ The 2019 edition of day will celebrate 

the ‘youth’ as agents of change and will encourage them 

to amplify their voices against hate speech, 

discrimination, racism, bullying, and fight for climate 

justice, among other issues, as well as to engage a broad 

range of global audiences in promotion and protection 

of rights. 

 

International Mountain Day: December 15th 

International Mountain Day predominantly refers to the 

day, the United Nations marks on December 11 every 

year since 2003. The same day is celebrated in US and 

Japan as well as National Mountain Day. The US began 

to mark mountain day even before the UN since 1877. 

However, in Japan it is being celebrated since 2014 and 

is a national holiday. Theme: Mountains matter for 

youth 

 

International Universal Health Coverage Day: 

December 12th 

Every year 12 December is celebrated as International 

Universal Health Coverage Day across the world, as an 

annual rallying point for the growing movement for 

health for all. The day is promoted by World Health 

Organization (WHO). About Universal Health 

Coverage Day 

 

National Energy Conservation Day: December 

14th 

The National Energy Conservation Day is celebrated 

every year on 14 December. The Bureau of Energy 

Efficiency (BEE), under Union Ministry of Power 

spearheads the celebrations of the day every year since 

1991. BEE is also observing National Energy 

Conservation Week from 9-14 December 2019, in order 

to drive mass awareness about importance of energy 

efficiency and conservation.  

About National Energy Conservation Day  

Objective:  

• To drive mass awareness about importance of energy 

efficiency and conservation  

• To showcase India’s achievements in energy 

efficiency and conservation 

 

International Tea Day: December 15th 

International Tea Day is observed every year on 16 

December since 2005. The day is celebrated in tea 

producing nations such as India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, 

Bangladesh, Indonesia, Vietnam, Kenya, Uganda, 

Tanzania, Malawi and Malaysia 

 

International Migrants Day: December 18th 

The International Migrants Day is observed by the 

United Nations since 1990 in order to protect the rights 

of the migrants. The day was adopted after the 

organization passed a resolution at the International 

Convention on the Protection of the rights of all migrant 

workers. According to the UN, one-seventh of the world 

population which is 1 billion are migrants. 

The day gained wider importance after international 

organizations like International Organization for 

Migration joined to mark the day in 1997. This year’s 

International Migrants Day theme is  

Theme: Social Cohesion, Celebrating the integration of 

migrants into communities around the world 

 

National Farmers Day: December 23rd 

India celebrates National Farmers Day on 23rd 

December to commemorate the birth anniversary of the 

5th Prime Minister of India, Choudhary Charan Singh. 

He was a farmer’s leader and he had introduced many 

policies to improve the lives of the Indian farmers. The 

day is being observed since 2001. 
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National Mathematics Day: December 22nd 

National Mathematics Day is being celebrated today to 

commemorate the birth anniversary of Srinivasa 

Ramanujan. Ramanujan is remembered for his 

contributions to number theory, mathematical analysis, 

infinite series and continued fractions. This year, was 

his 132nd birth anniversary.  

About Srinivasa Ramanujan  

He was born on 22 December 1887 in Tamil Nadu’s 

Erode district. In his short life (he died at the age of 32, 

on 26 April 1920), Ramanujan had a wealth of ideas that 

have transformed and reshaped 20th century 

mathematics. Without any formal training in pure 

mathematics he contributed to number theory, infinite 

series, and mathematical analysis. His ideas continue to 

shape mathematics of the 21st century. He also 

discovered his own theorems and compiled as many as 

3900 mathematical results and equations independently. 

Ramanujan’s Prime and Theta discoveries had inspired 

further research on this mathematical subject. He is also 

know for the Hardy-Ramanujan number- ‘1729’, which 

is the smallest number which can be represented as sum 

of two different cubes in two different ways. He 

discovered the number along with British 

Mathematician G.H. Hardy. 

 

National Consumer Day: December 24th 

Every year 24 December is observed as National 

Consumer Day, to highlight the importance of consumer 

movement as well as the need to make every consumer 

more aware of their rights and responsibilities. Theme 

of National Consumer Day 2019 is- ‘Alternate 

Consumer Grievance/Dispute Redressal’. 

Why 24 December? It was on this day, the Consumer 

Protection Act, 1986 had received the assent of the 

president and was enacted. The enactment of this Act is 

considered as a historic milestone in India’s consumer 

movement. 

 

 

MISC EVENTS 

 

Labour ministry is celebrating Pension Week 

The Labor Ministry is celebrating pension week from 

November 30, 2019 to December 6, 2019 in order to 

increase enrolments under National Pension Scheme 

(NPS) for traders and Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi 

Maan-dhan (PM-SYM). The aim of the celebration is to 

enroll 1 crore beneficiaries under PMSYM and 50 lakh 

beneficiaries under NPS-traders. 

 

Delhi enters top 10 most popular destinations in 

the world 

The National Capital has been witnessing soaring 

popularity and wellness tourism across the world. 

According to Euro Monitor International, Delhi 

currently ranks 11th in the list of world’s tops 100 

destinations and is to gain 8th rank in 2019. The ranking 

was released by the organization on December 3, 2019 

under the title “Top 100 city destination ranking” 

Hong Kong has remained the topmost for three 

consecutive years (2017, 2018 and 2019). Followed by 

Hong Kong, Bangkok, London, Macau, Singapore were 

at the second, third, fourth and fifth ranks respectively. 

Around 43 cities from Asia were among the top 100 City 

Destination ranking. 

 

Mumbai central railway station certified as 

country’s 1st Eat right 

The Mumbai Central Terminus of Western Railway has 

been certified as India’s first ‘Eat Right Station’ with a 

4-Star rating awarded by Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India (FSSAI), as a part of ‘Eat Right India’ 

movement launched in 2018. FSSAI is an autonomous 

body under Union Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 

(MoHFW).  

Key Highlights  

The honour came on basis of compliance of food safety 

and hygiene, food handling at preparation, promotion of 

local and seasonal foods, trans-shipment and retail or 

serving points, food waste management, availability of 

healthy diet, as well as creating awareness on food 

safety and a healthy diet. Food quality regulator FSSAI, 

Western Railways (WR), and Indian Railways Catering 

Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) trained food handlers, 
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both in canteens and base kitchens, who inspected 

catering establishments at station and certified and rated 

standard of food. The Indian Railways as part of its 

efforts to help passengers make a healthy and right food 

choice, launched ‘Eat Right Station’ as part of ‘Eat 

Right India’ initiative of FSSAI started in 2018. ‘Eat 

Right India’ built on 2 broad pillars- ‘Eat Healthy and 

Eat Safe’, is aimed towards engaging, exciting and 

enabling people to enhance their health and wellbeing. 

It also focused on ensuring that people ate healthy, with 

FSSAI making suitable interventions on both demand/ 

supply side, through the engagement of key 

stakeholders. 

 

Goa to host 2nd edition of Start up India Global 

Venture Capital Summit 2019 

The 2nd edition of Startup India Global Venture Capital 

Summit is being organized in Goa on 6-7 December 

2019 for Fund Managers and Limited Partners of Top 

Global Venture Capital (VC) Firms. The summit is 

being organized by Department for Promotion of 

Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) under Union 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry, in partnership with 

Goa Government.  

Theme for Startup India Global Venture Capital 

Summit 2019 is- ‘India Opportunity- Investing in 

tomorrow together’. 

 

1st Mega Food Part of Central India inaugurated 

Union Minister for Food Processing Harsimrat Kaur 

Badal inaugurated Steel Silo based Avantee Mega Food 

Park in Dewas, Madhya Pradesh. This is the first food 

park of central India.  

About Avantee Mega Food Park  

It is spread over 51 acres and has been constructed at a 

cost of about Rs.150 crore. About 5 thousand local 

people are expected to get employment from this Mega 

Food Park. Processing of gram, wheat, soyabean and 

other grains and vegetables will be done in park. 

Warehouses will also be opened in Agar, Indore, Dhar, 

Ujjain and in next phases.  

Benefit: Excess production compels farmers to sell their 

produces at low rates. Since the mega food park is now 

present in the region, farmers will be able to earn more 

through value addition by storing their produces after 

getting facility of food processing and storage.  

What is Mega Food Park? 

It is a scheme of Union Ministry of Food Processing 

which aims to establish direct linkage from farm to 

processing and then to consumer markets through a 

network of collection centres and primary processing 

centres. 

 

Climate Emergency named as Oxford’s Word of 

the Year 2019 

Oxford Dictionaries has named ‘Climate Emergency’ as 

its 2019 Word of the Year. It has been chosen from an 

all-environmental shortlist that also included ‘climate 

denial,’ ‘climate action,’ ‘eco-anxiety,’ ‘flight shame’ 

and ‘extinction.’ Being chosen as Word of the Year, 

reflects that ‘Climate Emergency’ was a real 

preoccupation of the English-speaking world in 2019. 

As per data collected in Oxford Corpus, the use of term 

‘Climate Emergency’ increased by a 100 times as much 

since 2018. Oxford Corpus is a database containing 

hundreds of millions of words of written English. 

Moreover, it was the most common compound 

involving ‘emergency,’ occurring 3 times as often as 

next most-common, ‘health emergency.’ 

What does word of the year mean? 

The Word of the Year citation is intended to highlight a 

word/ expression shown through usage evidence to 

reflect ethos or mood or preoccupations of passing year 

(in this case 2019), as well as have a lasting potential as 

a term of cultural significance. Recent winners in past 

includes: ‘toxic,’ ‘vape’, ‘youthquake,’ and ‘post-truth.’ 

Usually, the shortlist includes a variety of different 

words that illustrate new trends in language usage. 

 

National Florence Nightingale Awards 2019 

President of India, Ram Nath Kovind conferred the 

National Florence Nightingale Awards to 36 awardees, 

on 5 December 2019 on the occasion of International 

Nurses Day, at a ceremony in Vigyan Bhawan, New 

Delhi. It was conferred in presence of Dr Harsh 

Vardhan, Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare 

(MoHFW) and Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Union 

Minister of State, Health & Family Welfare. 

Key highlights 

Award to Late Lini Sajeesh from Kozhikode, Kerala 

was conferred posthumously and was received by her 

husband Sajeesh. The 30-year-old nurse passed away 

while on duty caring for a NIPAH infected patient in 

Kerala. The 35 other awardees who were conferred the 

award from President of India, included Auxiliary Nurse 
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Midwives (ANMs), Lady Health Visitors (LHVs), and 

nurses, from different States and UTs. The kindness and 

service of nurses form an important pillar of recovery 

for those who are ailing and as a acknowledgement of 

their immense role in society and healthcare system that 

World Health Organisation (WGO) has dedicated 2020 

as ‘Year of Nurses and Midwives’. The year 2020 also 

marks the 200th birth anniversary of Florence 

Nightingale, after whom the awards have been named. 

About Florence Nightingale Awards 

The awards were instituted in 1973 by Government of 

India as a mark of recognition for meritorious services 

rendered by nurses to the society. It is named after 

Florence Nightingale also known as ‘The Lady With the 

Lamp’. She was an English social reformer and the 

founder of modern nursing. Nurses play a vital role in 

addressing multiple health challenges, delivering 

quality and cost effective health care and responding to 

health needs of individuals, families and communities. 

 

Global climate risk Index 

Global Climate Risk Index 2020, published by 

environmental think tank Germanwatch found Japan to 

be the most vulnerable country to climate change, 

followed by Philippines, Germany, Madagascar and 

India.  

Key Findings of Index  

(1) Japan: It topped the list of most affected countries in 

2018 as it was hit by 3 exceptionally strong extreme 

weather events during year. It includes- Torrential 

rainfall from 6-8 July resulting in flash floods and 

mudslides; Severe heatwave from mid-July to August 

2018; Typhoon Jebi in September 2018 broke.  

(2) Philippines: It was hit by Typhoon Mangkhut (a 

category 5 typhoon) in September 2018, which was the 

most powerful typhoon recorded worldwide in 2018.  

(3) Germany: It experienced 2nd hottest year due to a 

severe heatwave and also witnessed severe drought in 

October 2018 due to less rainfall, which resulted in a 

massive decline in harvest.  

(4) Madagascar: It became victim to Cyclone Ava in 

January 2018 and Cyclone Eliakim in March 2018.  

(5) India: Globally, it is the 5th most vulnerable country 

to climate change. India also recorded highest number 

of fatalities due to climate change and 2nd highest 

monetary losses from its impact in 2018. The southwest 

monsoon in 2018 severely affected India, southern state 

of Kerala was especially impacted which saw the worst 

flooding in hundred years. Under long term 

vulnerability, India is ranked 17th. India’s east coast 

was also hit by Cyclone Titli and Cyclone Gaja in 

October and November 2018 respectively.  

(6) Sri Lanka: It was also affected by severe monsoon 

rains in May 2018, especially in the south and west 

coast.  

(7) Kenya and (8) Rwanda: Both nations were ranked 7 

and 8 respectively. They were also affected by severe 

monsoon rains, resulting in flooding in several areas and 

displacement of a large number of people.  

Others:-  

Canada: In beginning of 2018, Canada saw its lowest 

temperature in 100 years and then record high 

temperatures in April 2018, which melted heavy 

snowpacks, causing the rivers to overflow. It also saw 

its worst wildfire season.  

Fiji: It was affected by 3 cyclones between February 

2018 and April 2018- Cyclone Gita, Cyclone Josie and 

Cyclone Keni, which caused major flooding, leaving 

many displaced.  

About Global Climate Risk Index 2020 The index 

assessed 181 countries and quantified impacts of 

climate change through economic losses, losses to GDP 

(Gross domestic product) and fatalities to arrive at a 

ranking. This year is the 15th edition of Climate Risk 

Index. It highlights existing vulnerabilities that may 

increase as extreme events and become more frequent/ 

severe due to climate change. It stresses on level of 

vulnerability of nations to severe climate events, which 

they should view as warnings for more frequent or 

severe events in future. It is based on data from Munich 

Re NatCatSERVICE which is one of the largest 

databases on natural catastrophes. The Index has 

another set of ranking for period 1999-2018 which is 

based on average values over a 20-year period. In 1999 

to 2018 period Puerto was the most vulnerable. 

 

Jharkhand’s Mahuamilan station becomes 

5500th station to get wifi facility 

Jharkhand’s Mahuamilan station which comes under 

East Central Railway (ECZ) zone has become 5500th 

station to get free wifi facility. The RailTel Corporation 

of India Ltd. (RCIL), the digital arm of Indian Railways, 

has thus provided free WiFi at 5,500 stations across 

country. RailTel is a ‘Miniratna’ enterprise that focuses 

on providing broadband and VPN services. 
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South Asian Games 

South Asian Games  

South Asian Games 2019 concluded on 10 December in 

Nepal, with India finishing on top with a best-ever 

medal haul of 312 medals comprising of 174 gold, 93 

silver and 45 bronze. Host Nepal remained second and 

Sri Lanka got third place in the regional multi-sporting. 

The year 2019 marks the 13th edition of South  

Asian Games. Key Highlights  

India finished on top, continuing its undisputed 

domination in regional multi-sporting event by finishing 

on top for the 13th time-in-a-row. India has topped the 

medal tally of every South Asian Games since its 

establishment in 1984. In this 13th edition India 

surpassed its 309 medal tally (189 gold, 90 silver and 30 

bronze) it had won in the previous edition in Guwahati 

and Shillong in 2016. However, the number of gold 

India won this time was 15 less than 2016 edition. India 

had sent 487 athletes in this edition. Hosts Nepal stood 

2nd with 206 medals (51 gold, 60 silver and 95 bronze) 

while Sri Lanka was 3rd with 251 medals (40 gold, 83 

silver and 128 bronze).  

Basketball: Indian cagers fetched both the men’s and 

women’s basketball gold by defeating host Nepal (127-

46) and Sri Lanka (101-62) in their respective summit 

clashes.  

Squash: In squash, India won a gold and a silver in 

women’s and men’s team events respectively.  

Boxing: Indian boxers brought home a rich haul of 12 

gold, 3 silver and 1 bronze. 2014 Commonwealth 

Games bronze medallist Pinki Rani (women’s 51kg 

category) and Commonwealth Games (CWG) gold 

medallist Vikas Krishan (men’s 69kg category) guided 

India to 6 more gold medals. Other boxers among men 

who bagged the gold were, Sparsh Kumar (52kg), 

Narender (+91kg). While Sonia Lather (57kg) and 

Manju Bamboriya (64kg) also contributed to India’s 

gold medal tally among women. 

Mascot 

The official mascot of the South Asian Games is a pair 

of Black bucks. Blackbucks is an endangered species 

that is found in the southern region of Nepal.  

Black Bucks  

The Black bucks are also known as Indian Antelope. It 

is extinct in Bangladesh. It is mainly found in India. The 

population of Blackbucks declined in 20th century due 

to excessive hunting, habitat degradation and 

deforestation. It has been introduced in Argentina and 

United States recently. In India, hunting of Blackbucks 

is prohibited under Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

 

 

Santhali used in Rajya Sabha for 1st time 

On December 6, 2019, MP Sarojni Hembram from 

Odisha for the first time spoke in a tribal language called 

Santhali. She raised the matter of public importance 

during the zero hour. Also, Srimati Sarojini demanded 

Bharat Ratna for Pundit Raghunath Murmu, the Santhali 

scholar who introduced Ol Chiki script for the language 

in 1925.  

Santhali Language  

The language is predominantly spoken by the North 

Mundari Group of the Austroasiatic-Munda family. The 

language is spoken in parts of West Bengal, Jharkhand, 

Assam, Odisha and also in Nepal and Bangladesh. The 

Ol Chiki script for the language was created by 

Raghunath Murmu in 1925.  

Schedule 8 of the Constitution  

Santhali language was included in the Schedule 8 of the 

constitution through the 92nd Constitutional 

Amendment act, 2003. Along with the language, 3 other 

languages were included namely Maithili, Bodo, Dori. 

In 2017, Shika Mandi became the first Indian to host a 

show in Santhali language.  

Santal Tribes  

The Santals are the third largest tribal group in India. 

They are called Horhopon ko (Sons of Man), Hor Ko or 

Manjhi. They are classified as Scheduled Tribes in the 
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states of Jharkhand, Odisha and West Bengal but not in 

Assam. In 1855, they protested widely for their 

mistreatment by the landlords, traders and money 

lenders. It was called the Santal Rebellion. 

 

UNDP report: India Ranks 129 in HDI 

The United Nations Development Programme released 

the Human Development Index for 189 countries on 

December 9, 2019. The rankings were listed by the 

report titled “Beyond Income, Beyond Averages, 

Beyond Today: Inequalities in Human Development in 

21st century”. India ranked 129 among them, which is 

one rank ahead of its previous positions. In 2018, India 

ranked 130. The rankings were listed based on the 

assessment of poverty, education, life expectancy and 

access to health care. 

Highlights: World  

Among all the regions, South Asia was the fastest 

growing region. It witnessed 46% growth between the 

years 1990 and 2018. Despite its growth, the region 

accounts to 31% of partner violence. Next to South 

Asia, East Asia and the Pacific reported good growth. 

The growth rate of these regions was assessed by the 

report as 43%. Singapore reported the least partner 

violence faced by women.  

Highlights: India The report says that around 27.1 crore 

people in India were lifted out of poverty between the 

time period 2005-06 and 2015-16. However, India is the 

largest country constituting to 41% of world’s poor 

according to the report!  

India ranked 122 in the Gender Development Index 

 

India Skills report 

On December 9, 2019, the India Skills Report was 

released jointly by the CII (Confederation of Indian 

Industry), AICTE (All India Council for Technical 

Education), UNDP (United Nations Development 

Programme) and AIU (Association of Indian 

University). The report provides employability of 

citizens in the country across the states and. The report 

also ranked the cities based on the availability of 

employment. The report was prepared based on a survey 

that assessed 300,000 candidates from 35 educational 

institutes across 28 states and 9 Union Territories. 

Highlights: State wise  

According to the report, Maharashtra topped the list 

with the highest employable talent. Following 

Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh ranked 

second and third respectively.  

Highlights: City wise  

Among the cities, Mumbai, Hyderabad and Pune were 

rated as the most employable cities in the country. 

Mumbai was at the top most followed by Hyderabad. 

Hyderabad entered the top ranks for the first time since 

the launch of the report.  

Highlights: Profession  

The report said that MBA holders were at the top slot 

with an employability score of 54%. This position was 

held by engineers in 2018. MBA category was followed 

by pharmacy, commerce and arts candidates at second, 

third and fourth places respectively. The employability 

in these slots increased by 15%.  

Highlights: Gender wise  

The Employability scores of male and female for the 

year 2019 was 46% and 47% respectively. Last year, the 

scores of male and female was 48% and 46%. This 

shows that women are more employable than men. 

Overall employability rate of the country was 46% 

 

World’s New Nation: Bougainville 

On December 11, 2019, the South Pacific Archipelago 

of Bougainville voted to become independent of Papua 

New Guinea. Around 98% of 1,81,067 voters voted to 

get independent from Papua New Guinea.  

Bougainville  

It is the largest island of the Solomon Islands 

Archipelago. The island has the world’s largest copper 

deposits. The most widely spoken language in the 

country is Halia. The country is yet to prove its 

recognition in the United Nations. In India, Godman 

Nithyananda is said to have built a new country called 

“Kailassa” near Ecuador. Kailassa is also yet to prove 

its recognition in United Nations.  

Godman Nithyananda  

Recently Godman Nithyananda is said to have created a 

new country called “Kailassa” near Ecuador in South 

America. The country is said to have separate flag, 

national animal, passport entry, visa, separate currency, 

etc. However, it is essential to obtain international 

diplomatic recognition to become a new country.  

Diplomatic Recognition  
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By international law, a country should recognize the 

other for the later to become an independent country. 

The recognition can be proved by the new country 

through United Nation Resolution. If majority of the 

countries vote in favour of membership of the country, 

then the country enters world map and begins to exist 

legally. ‘There are 195 countries in the world today that 

are recognized by the United Nations. Apart from 

Diplomatic recognition, the countries of North America 

and South America assent on Montevideo Convention.  

Montevideo Convention  

The Montevideo Convention is a treaty that was signed 

in 1933. The convention defines rights and duties of 

statehood. It lists the criteria for a country to become 

independent and declare its sovereignty. The most 

important factor of the convention is that it prohibited 

the use of military force to gain sovereignity. 

 

MEA hosts 6th Indian Ocean Dialogue and Delhi 

Dialogue XI 

Union Ministry of External Affairs will be hosting 6th 

Indian Ocean Dialogue (IOD) and Delhi Dialogue XI at 

Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra in New Delhi on 13 

December 2019. This is for the first time that these two 

dialogues, which are key elements of Indian Ocean Rim 

Association (IORA), and India-ASEAN calendars will 

be held consecutively and on similar Indo-Pacific 

themes.  

Theme for 2019 Indian Ocean Dialogue is- ‘Indo-

Pacific: Re-imagining the Indian Ocean through an 

Expanded Geography’. The 6th IOD which takes place 

on 13 December, is being organized with assistance of 

the Indian Council for World Affairs (ICWA). 

Theme for 2019 Delhi Dialogue is- ‘Advancing 

Partnership in Indo-Pacific’. It is being organized with 

assistance of Research and Information System for 

Developing Countries (RIS), a New Delhi–based 

autonomous policy research institute. The event will be 

held from 13-14 December. 

Key Highlights of 6th Indian Ocean Dialogue  

The IOD is Indian Ocean Rim Association’s (IORA’s) 

premier 1.5 track forum for dialogue between academia 

and officials on strategic issues of interest and concerns 

facing the Association. The member states will hold 

high-level discussions on IORA role within Indo-

Pacific. The summit was preceded by 25th Indian Ocean 

Rim Academic Group (IORAG) (took place on 12 

December). IORAG explored cooperation and 

collaboration between academics and experts on 

promoting Academic, Science and Technology 

Cooperation which is a key priority under IORA Action 

Plan (2017-2021).  

Importance of Indian Ocean Rim Region  

Just like Asia-Pacific to east, this IOR region is among 

the world’s most vital in terms of energy, global 

commerce, environmental and geopolitical stability. 

Almost 50% of world’s container ships and two-thirds 

of world’s oil shipments pass through this region, which 

is home to around 2.7 billion people. 

 

Nagaland extends Inner Line Permit regime to 

Dimapur district 

The state government of Nagaland has extended Inner 

Line Permit (ILP) regime to Dimapur district, which is 

the commercial hub of the state. Dimapur was the only 

district that was not under ILP regime unlike the rest of 

Nagaland, which came into being in 1963. The ILP 

regime was also extended to neighbouring Manipur with 

President Ram Nath Kovind signing the order in this 

effect. 

Key Highlights 

The Inner Line permit was extended by the Governor of 

Nagaland in exercise of powers conferred under Section 

2 of Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873. Earlier, 

on 15 February, state Cabinet had approved the proposal 

to extend ILP to Dimapur. As per the notification: All 

non-indigenous people who have entered district after 

21 November 1979, will have to obtain ILP within 90 

days from 9 December 2019. However, those who have 

settled or have entered before 21 November 1979, and 

have been staying continuously, will be exempted from 

the ILP regime, along with his/her direct descendants. 

Also, the Non-indigenous persons living in Dimapur 

prior to 21 November 1979, will have to produce 

documents to deputy commissioner for exemption. Any 

non-indigenous person passing through district as a 

transit passenger and having a valid ticket will not be 

required to obtain ILP. 

What is ILP regime? 

The main aim of ILP system is to prevent settlement of 

other Indian nationals in these states to protect 

indigenous population. Thus to visit an ILP-regime 

states, the outsiders, including people from other states 

of country, need to take permission. There are also 

protections for locals with regards to lands, jobs and 

other facilities. As of now, besides Nagaland and 

Manipur, the ILP regime is also applicable to Arunachal 

Pradesh and Mizoram. ILP regime is applicable under 
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Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873, and under 

Section 2 of this regulation, citizens of other states 

require ILP for visiting these states. 

What is the sudden need for ILP? 

With passing of Citizenship (Ammendment) Bill by 

parliament, there have been widespread protests in 

Northeast against it. According to the act, members of 

Hindu, Buddhist, Jain, Sikh, Parsi and Christian 

communities, who have come from Bangladesh, 

Pakistan, and Afghanistan, till 31 December 2014, 

facing religious persecution there, will not be treated as 

illegal immigrants but given Indian citizenship. Union 

Home Minister Amit Shah had also announced that 

proposed law will not be applicable to ILP regime states 

and areas governed under 6th Schedule of Constitution. 

Note: Under 6th Schedule of Constitution, autonomous 

councils and districts were created in certain tribal areas 

in Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya. The autonomous 

councils and districts enjoy some executive and 

legislative powers. 

 

Lahore Wagah Shuttle Train service after 22 

years 

The shuttle train service between Lahore and Wagah 

railway station resumed operation on 15 December 

2019 after a gap of 22 years. The train would complete 

three round trips daily as well as will provide the 

travelling facility to over 1,000 passengers in three trips. 

The train service was operational between Wagah to 

Lahore since the partition of India in 1947 till 1997 but 

was closed due to certain operational and security 

reasons. 

 

What is DISHA act by AP? 

The Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly has recently 

passed the Andhra Pradesh Disha Bill, 2019 (now, 

Andhra Pradesh Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 

2019). Disha is the name given to the veterinarian who 

was raped and murdered in Hyderabad on 27 November 

and sparked an outrage across country. Recently, Delhi 

Commission of Women Chief Swati Maliwal has 

written a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

demanding immediate implementation of Disha Bill in 

entire country. 

Key features 

• It envisages the completion of investigation in 7 days 

and trial in 14 working days, where there is adequate 

conclusive evidence, and reducing total judgment 

time to 21 days from existing 4 months. The Act also 

prescribes, death penalty for rape crimes where there 

is adequate conclusive evidence, and this provision 

is given by amending Section 376 of Indian Penal 

Code (IPC), 1860.  

• In cases of harassment of women through 

social/digital media, the Act states 2 years’ 

imprisonment for first conviction and 4 years for 

second as well as subsequent convictions. For this 

purpose, a new Section 354 E will be added in IPC, 

1860.  

• It also prescribes life imprisonment for other sexual 

offences against children and for this purpose 

includes Section 354 F and 354 G in IPC.  

• The Andhra Pradesh government will now establish, 

operate and maintain a register in electronic form, to 

be called ‘Women & Children Offenders Registry’. 

This registry will be made public and will also be 

available to country’s law enforcement agencies.  

• The state government will also establish exclusive 

special courts in each district to ensure speedy trial. 

These courts will exclusively deal with cases of 

offences against women and children including rape, 

sexual harassment, acid attackssocial media 

harassment of women, stalking, voyeurism and all 

cases under Protection of Children from Sexual 

Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012. Moreover, the 

government will also appoint a special public 

prosecutor for each exclusive special court.  

• The government will constitute special police teams 

at district level to be called District Special Police 

Team. It will be headed by DSP for investigation of 

offences related to women and children. 

 

India to host International Geological Congress 

2020 

India is set to host the 36th International Geological 

Congress (IGC) in New Delhi during the first week of 

March 2020. The theme for next year conference is 

‘Geosciences: The Basic Science for a Sustainable 

Development’. 

It is popularly described as ‘Olympics of Geosciences’. 

The IGCs are a prestigious global geoscientific events 

held once in four years and participated by nearly 5000-

6000 geoscientists from all across the world. 
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IAU names a star after Indian Woman Scientist 

On December 17, 2019, the International Astronomical 

Union (IAU) named a white yellow star in Sextans 

Constellation as “Bhibha” and its planet as “Santamasa”  

Highlights  

The star has been named Bhibha honoring Indian 

Woman Scientist Bhibha Choudhury who discovered 

subatomic particle pi-meson. Bhibha means a bright 

beam of light in Bengali. The name Santamasa in 

Sanskrit means clouded. The name is appropriate as the 

planet’s atmosphere is clouded. The IAU that celebrated 

its 100th birth anniversary on July 28, 2019, allowed 

every country to give a famous name to selected pair of 

exoplanet and its host star.  

Bhibha star  

Bhibha is an ageing star that is 6.2 billion years old and 

Santamsa is its only planet. The mass of the planet is 

expected to be 1.5 times as that of Jupiter and is very 

hot. Santamasa completed its revolution around its star 

in just about 2.1375 days. Significantly, the 2019 nobel 

prize in Physics was awarded to the discovery of an 

exoplanet that is orbiting a star similar to that of the sun.  

Pi Meson  

In particle physics, pi meson or pion is a subatomic 

particle. They are unstable and existing with positive, 

negative and neutral charges. It means that they are 

present in proton, neutron and electron of an atom. 

 

Portugal sets up Gandhi Citizenship Education 

Prize 

Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio Costa announced 

the setting up of a Gandhi Citizenship Education Prize 

in order to help promote Mahatma Gandhi’s ideals. The 

announcement was made while he was addressing the 

second meeting of National Committee for 

Commemoration Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th Birth 

Anniversary chaired by President Ram Nath Kovind at 

Rashtrapati Bhavan.  

Portuguese PM is the only foreign Prime Minister to be 

a part of the committee. The committee includes 

President Ram Nath Kovind, Vice-President M. 

Venkaiah Naidu, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 

Union Cabinet, Chief Ministers, Gandhians etc. About 

Gandhi Citizenship Education Prize 

 

India’s 1st ever fresh vegetable export to Dubai 

by Sea Route 

On December 20, 2019, the Agricultural and Processed 

Food Products Export Development Authority 

(APEDA) sent its first trial shipment of fresh vegetables 

from Varanasi to Dubai by sea route. APEDA is the 

organization under Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

that promotes export of agricultural and processed food 

products from India. 

 

Ethiopia’s 1st satellite launched from China 

Ethiopia launched its first satellite, ‘Ethiopian Remote 

Sensing Satellite’ (ETRSS) from China. ERSS is a 

remote-sensing microsatellite, that was launched in 

order to help African country’s research into climate 

change. It was sent into space together with 8 other 

satellites by a Long March-4B carrier rocket from 

Taiyuan Satellite Launch Center (TSLC) in Shanxi 

Province of north China. 

 

Plan to build new Parliament Building 

On December 21, 2019, GoI announced that the 9.5-acre 

plot opposite to Parliament building is to be used for the 

construction of new Parliament building. This officially 

confirms that the plan to build a new Parliamentary 

building is on. There were concerns and objections 

regarding the plan in the earlier stages. The Government 

of India is planning to build a new Parliament House. 

Under the plan, a new Central Secretariat will be built 

for all ministries that are spread over many buildings 

across Delhi.  

Highlights  

In September 2019, the Central Public Works 

Department set massive project by issuing request for 

redevelopment of parliamentary building and for the 

development of new secretariat. The project will cost Rs 

12,450 crores. The deadline of the project completion is 

fixed as March 2022 (75th year of Independence). The 

new building will have lifespan of 150 to 200 years 

 

Rohatang pass tunnel to be named after 

Vajpayee 

On 24 December, 2019, the Union cabinet chaired by 

PM Modi decided that the strategic tunnel that was 

constructed under Rohtang Pass will be named after 
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him. This is because the tunnel construction was started 

in June 2000, during his tenure.  

About the tunnel  

The tunnel is the world’s longest tunnel (8.8 km) at an 

altitude of 3,000 metres. The tunnel reduces the distance 

between Leh and Manali by 46 kilometres. This helps in 

saving crores of rupees on fuel usage. It is built under 

Pir Pinjal range. It is a single tube tunnel and is 10.5-

metre-wide with fire proof emergency provisions. The 

geological and weather challenges were overcome by 

the Border Road Organization. It includes the Seri 

Nalah fault zone.  

Rohtang Pass  

The pass connects Kulu valley and Lahaul and Spiti 

valleys of Himachal Pradesh. The three rivers in the 

region of the pass are chenab, Beas and Chandra rivers. 

The Beas river emerges from underground and flows 

southwards, Chandra river flows in the eastern 

Himalayas and Chenab river flows westward. 

 

MiG27 retires 

The MiG-27, which is known to NATO (North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization) as the ‘Flogger’ and to Indian Air 

Force (IAF) as ‘Bahadur’, flew its last sortie in Jodhpur, 

Rajasthan. After this flight, IAF bid adieu to its 

squadron of seven aircraft as all were decommissioned. 

The last MiG-27 unit to operate the jet, Number 29 

Squadron, bid farewell to jet in Jodhpur Air Base where 

the aircraft participated in a flypast.  

About MiG-27  

The ace attacker was commissioned into Indian Air 

Force in 1985 and remained an integral part of Indian 

Air Force’s combat strength since then. The lethal 

aircraft, for their role during the 1999 Kargil War, 

earned the nickname ‘Bahadur’ from IAF pilots. The 

swing-wing fighter has been the backbone of IAF’s 

ground-attack fleet for several decades. The upgraded 

variant of this last swing-wing fighter fleet has been 

pride of IAF strike fleet since 2006. All other variants, 

like MiG-23 BN and MiG-23 MF and pure MiG-27 

have already retired from IAF. This fleet earned its glory 

in historic Kargil conflict between India and Pakistan, 

when it delivered rockets and bombs with accuracy on 

enemy positions. It actively participated in ‘Operation 

Parakram’.  

 

 

Reason for Decommissioning:  

For 35 years, MiG-27, a curiously designed fighter-

bomber has been at forefront of IAF’s attack fleet. 

However, while MiG-27 had been backbone of IAF for 

the past three decades, the jets were also infamous for 

routine accidents throughout their career with Indian Air 

Force. In three decades plus of operations, at least a 

squadron’s strength (18 aircraft) are thought to have 

been lost with several fatal injuries to pilots. Two MiG-

27s have been lost in crashes this year alone.  

The Number 29 Squadron  

The Squadron was raised on 10 March 1958, at Air 

Force Station Halwara with Ouragan (Toofani) aircraft. 

Over the years, Squadron has been equipped with 

numerous types of fighters like MiG-21 Type 77, MiG-

21 Type 96, MiG-27 ML and MiG-27 upgrade. It is the 

only unit in IAF operating MiG-27 upgrades. The 

upgraded version has also participated in numerous 

national and international exercises, because because of 

its survivability. As all seven aircraft of this squadron 

were decommissioned on 27 December 2019 from 

Jodhpur Air Base, the squadron itself is supposed to be 

‘number-plated’ in March 2020 whereby it will cease to 

operate for the moment. 

 

India state of Forest Report 2019 

On 30th December 2019, the Union Environment Forest 

and Climate Change Minister Prakash Javadekar has 

released State of Forests Report, 2019. India State of 

Forest Report is released every two years and it provides 

comprehensive information about the forest cover, 

forest vegetation density, tree cover, progress of 

plantation outside the designated forests etc. for India as 

well as States.  

The key findings of the ISFR 2019 are as follows:  

• The total forest cover of the country is 7,12,249 sq 

km which is 21.67% of the geographical area of the 

country. The tree cover of the country is estimated as 

95,027 sq km which is 2.89% of the geographical 

area.  

• The total Forest and Tree cover of the country is 

8,07,276 sq km which is 24.56% of the geographical 

area of the country.  

• The current assessment shows an increase of 3,976 

sq km (0.56%) of forest cover, 1,212 sq km (1.29%) 

of tree cover and 5,188 sq km (0.65%) of forest and 

tree cover put together, at the national level as 

compared to the previous assessment i.e. ISFR 2017.  
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• Forest cover within the RFA/GW has shown a slight 

decrease of 330 sq km (0.05%) whereas there is an 

increase of 4,306 sq km of forest cover outside the 

RFA/GW as compared to previous assessment of 

2017.  

• The top five States in terms of increase in forest 

cover are Karnataka (1,025 sq km), Andhra Pradesh 

(990 sq km), Kerala (823 sq km), Jammu & Kashmir 

(371 sq km) and Himachal Pradesh (334 sq km).  

• Forest cover in the hill districts of the country is 

2,84,006 sq km, which is 40.30% of the total 

geographical area of these districts. The current 

assessment shows an increase of 544 sq km (0.19%) 

in 140 hill districts of the country.  

• The total forest cover in the tribal districts is 

4,22,351 sq km, which is 37.54% of the geographical 

area of these districts. The current assessment shows 

a decrease of 741 sq km of forest cover within the 

RFA/GW in the tribal districts and an increase of 

1,922 sq km outside.  

• Total forest cover in the North Eastern region is 

1,70,541 sq km, which is 65.05% of its geographical 

area. The current assessment shows a decrease of 

forest cover to the extent of 765 sq km (0.45%) in the 

region. Except Assam and Tripura, all the States in 

the region show decrease in forest cover.  

• Mangrove cover in the country has increased by 54 

sq km (1.10%) as compared to the previous 

assessment.  

• The total growing stock of wood in the country is 

estimated 5,915.76 million cum comprising 4,273.47 

million cum inside forest areas and 1,642.29 million 

cum outside recorded forest areas (TOF). The 

average growing stock per hectare in forest has been 

estimated as 55.69 cum.  

• Total bamboo bearing area of the country is 

estimated as 1,60,037 sq km. There is an increase of 

3,229 sq km in bamboo bearing area as compared to 

the estimate of ISFR 2017.  

• In the present assessment, total carbon stock in forest 

is estimated as 7,124.6 million tonnes. There is an 

increase of 42.6 million tonnes in the carbon stock of 

the country as compared to the last assessment of 

2017. The annual increase is 21.3 million tonnes, 

which is 78.1 million tonnes CO2 eq.  

• Soil Organic Carbon (SOC) represents the largest 

pool of carbon stock in forests, which has been 

estimated 4,004 million tonnes. The SOC contributes 

56% to the total forest carbon stock of the country.  

• There are 62,466 wetlands covering 3.83% of the 

area within the RFA/GW of the country. The total 

number of wetlands located within the RFA/GW is 

8.13%. Amongst the States, Gujarat has largest area 

of wetlands within RFA in the country followed by 

West Bengal.  

• Dependence of fuelwood on forests is highest in the 

State of Maharashtra, whereas, for fodder, small 

timber and bamboo, dependence is highest in 

Madhya Pradesh. It has been assessed that the annual 

removal of the small timber by the people living in 

forest fringe villages is nearly 7% of the average 

annual yield of forests in the country.  

• The information on area affected by five major 

invasive species in States/UTs based on analysis of 

NFI data has been given in the present ISFR.  

• Fire prone forest areas of different severity classes 

have been mapped in the grids of 5km x 5km based 

on the frequency of forest fires. The analysis reveals 

that 21.40% of the forest cover of the country is 

highly to extremely fire prone. 
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NOTES 


